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upon the work of the Associations.” This year the 
week is November 11-17, and its observance is 
recommended by a circular from the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Associations of the United States and 
British Provinces. 


It was an item announcing the death of an actress, 
Not in a religious newspaper, we may add, but 
in the special despatches of a great daily. And it 
closed with the statement that “her private character 
wasirreproachable.” Fancy such a remark appended 
to the obituary notice of a lady who was eminent as a 
writer, or teacher, or artist. It looks as if religious 
people were not alone in the notion that the presump- 
tion is not in favor of the purity of the atmosphere 
around theatres. 


ada, 271,381; total, 6,062,064. Total number of 
persons in the Sunday-school: in the United States, 
6,543,708 ; in Canada, 307,126; total, 6,850,834. 


Last week we spoke at some length of our 
lesson plans for 1878. We think that our readers 
will approve of the arrangement therein outlined, as 
in advance of anything hitherto secured by us. In 
other departments of the paper we hope to show at 
least equal improvement with that of the lesson helps. 
Our editorial force will be fuller than before. It is 
our purpose to continue to treat editorially of living 
questions in the field of religious thought and 
action, in lines calculated to be of service to all who 
either study the Bible or who are called to teach or to 
exemplify its truths. In the departments of “ Notes 
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State Congregational Conference, states that they 
were in use in all the English-speaking schools which 


we hope to raise rather than to lower our standard 
of accuracy, freshness, good taste, and variety. A 


Shamik. Dy mony Plesk. sn RO a reported to him last year (and he had reports from | new Concert Exercise will be given as often as once 
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By mistake, the “ Illustrative Applications ” on the 
lesson for November 25 were printed last week, in 
conjunction with the other notes on the lesson for 
November 18. As the best rectification of this error 
which is now possible, we print this week the 
“ Tilustrative Applications ” for the lesson of Novem- 
ber 18—“ Paul in the Storm.” This will put them 
before most of our American readers in season for 
their use. 


On another page we give a list of the International 
Lessons for 1879, as certified to by the Rev. Dr. Vincent, 
Chairman of the Lesson Committee. The lessons of 
the first six months are from the Old Testament; 
of the last six, fromthe New. These selections complete 
the seven years’ course of Bible study—a more 
thorough and satisfactory course than was ever 
before attempted by the Christian church. 





The week beginning with the second Sunday in 
November is the one recommended by the Conference 
of the Young Men's Christian Associations of all 


purpose when he talks of Solar Self-culture. Such 
a face, illuminated by the light of the inner radiance 
of truth and love, is pre-eminently the face to be 
desired by the Sunday-school teacher. By its 
supremacy lawless elements are quelled and the 
best that is in the scholars is brought out. And if 
the teacher cannot find that bright and fresh and 
lofty glow upon the features, let it be made a deep 
and serious prayer that it may be obtained. Come 
from God's presence,—like Moses from the mount,— 
and the class will know it, for it will be evident to all. 


Dr. Eggleston is sure of readers, whatever he writes 
about. His opinion on “ Chromos in Sunday-school” 
so plainly given on another page will attract atten- 
tion, especially from superintendents who are begin- 
ning to plan for Christmas. The “chromo” has 
been brought into disrepute by its misuse as a 
substitute for good newspapers and good tea; but 
there is sound sense in what Dr. Eggleston says of its 
wise use in the Sunday-school. Prang’s work is 
really beautiful. His list of cards for the approaching 
holiday season includes greater variety and more 
attractiveness than that of former years. Although 
his establishment was recently destroyed by fire, we 
take it for granted that he is again ready to supply 
orders for these cards; at all events, we hope so. 


We are often asked for the statistics of the Sun- 
day-schools of the entire country. There has been 
no compilation of these published since 1875, when the 
International Convention met at Baltimore. Mr. E. 
P. Porter, of Chicago, the International Statistical 
Secretary, is now gathering the statistics anew for 
the Atlanta Convention of next April. Meantime, 
as a convenience to our readers, we repeat the prin- 
cipal totals of the report of 1875. Sunday-schools: 
in the United States, 69,871; in Canada, 4,401; 
total, 74,272. Officers and teachers: in the United 





States, 753,060; in Canada, 35,745; total, 788,805. 


lands as “a week of prayer for the blessing of God Scholars: in the United States, 5,790,683 ; in Can- 





this sphere throughout the country. And as quite an 
exceptional feature we announce a serial story by 
Rose Terry Cooke, under the title of “ What She 
Could.” We have attempted nothing in this line, of 
recent years; but we are sure that we shall gratify 
many readers by an exception in this instance. Mrs. 
Cooke occupies a foremost place as a writer of maga- 
zine stories, being, indeed, quite unapproached in 
her delineations of New England life and character. 
Her latest story in the Atlantic Monthly was 
declared to well-nigh make a literary event in 
American literature because of its originality, vigor, 
and naturalness. Up to this time she has never 
written a serial story or published a prose volume. 
Her first work of this kind is to be a Sunday-school 
story, for publication in The Sunday School Times, 
We doubt not that it will prove a valuable addition 
to the other attractions of our columns for 1878. 





THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


The readers of The Sunday School Times do not 
need to be assured of its friendly interest in the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations. Few journals, 
we venture to say, have been more prompt to record 
all their good work, and to congratulate them on the 
multiplying evidences of their outward prosperity. 
Our interest in them is so thorough and genuine that 
we are ready to render them a better service still— 
te press on their attention a great and arduous duty, 
and therefore a noble opportunity, and sharply to 
press the question, What are they doing about it? 
Nothing could be more fatal to the standing of the 
Associations than to have the impression prevail that 
they are doing no special work, no work which the 
churches or some other organizations might not do as 
well or better—that they are on/y organizing prayer- 
meetings and Bible-classes and Sunday-schools and 
street-preaching, while other work, that churches 
and city missions cannot do, is waiting for them. It 
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certainly is possible for such an impression to grow, 
and, as a consequence, for men who have given 
gladly and generously towards the equipment, some- 
times costly and splendid, of the Associations, to 
begin to regret their liberality in promoting institu- 
tions which appear to them to be merely standing in 
the way of others. And we freely confess that there 
has been a tendency, in some Christian Associations, 
to turn themselves into societies for worship and 
edification to the neglect of the vigorous and muscu- 
lar work in special fields which the churches have a 
right to expect of young men “because they are 
strong.” Especially when, after much toil, an Asso- 
ciation has got itself comfortably settled in an ele- 
gant building, is it in danger of proposing, like 
Simon Peter in the holy mount, to build tabernacles 
and stay with Moses and Elias, when Simon is 
wanted at the foot of the hill, among the halt and 
maimed and the possessed of unclean spirits. 

Now there stands before the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations of America, at this moment, the 
golden opportunity of their career—a difficult, per- 
plexing task, which the churches cannot deal with, 
and which the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
by its organization, its equipment, its nonsectarian 
constitution, can claim as its own proper work. 

This tack is that of dealing with men out of work, 
and with that which is only a later and almost inevi- 
table phase of the same subject—the Ziramp Question. 
It may be that the Associations have actively devoted 
themselves to this business, both locally and on 
the large scale, by their common organization, in all 
parts of the country. But if so, the public does not 
know it; and it is highly important, and at the same 
time it is simply just, to the Associations that the 
public should know it; and they may well thank us 
for giving this occasion to them to show the fact and 
to “ let their light shine before men.” 

But supposing that the Associations, or any of 
them, are conscious of not being effectively at work 
in this line in which the Christian public has a right 
to expect so much from them, we shall be very apt 
to hear from them, in reply to our urgent suggestion, 
the question, What course of action shall we fol- 
low? That, young friends, is the very question which 
we would propose to you to investigate and settle for 
yourselves. We naturally look to young men for en- 
terprise and what the French call“ initiative’ in such 
matters. We do not look to see them dawdling about 
waiting for some one to cut out their work and start 
it for them. We suggest that at your very next 
meeting this question should be made the order of 
the day, and that when you have talked it well over you 
turn it into the hands of a committee of your very 
sharpest, shrewdest, wisest men to report a plan of 
practical operations that shall apply the work of the 
Christian young men to the help of society in its 
present dire necessity. Let your committee read 
carefully Professor Wayland’s pamphlet on the Tramp 
Question; let them consult with the local relief 
societies, with city missionaries, with the police 
authorities ; let them correspond with other Young 
Men's Christian Associations, and ask about their 
methods and their success; let them ask what has 
been done in foreign countries, by the ‘ Laborers’ 
Union” and “Church of England Workingmen’s 
Society" in England, and in France by the Cercles 
Catholiques, and how far ther methods can be util- 
ized in America ; above all, let them inquire into the 
constitution and methods of the London Charity 
Organization Society. 

But meanwhile the methods already known to all 
vigorous Christian Associations need not be neg- 
lected. None of these is more important than that of 
keeping a methodical register of persons wanting 
employment. Perhaps some Associations have let 
this fall into disuse in mere despair of finding any- 
thing to do for the applicants. A great mistake! 
The register, with its burdened pages, would bea 
continual incitement to yourselves and others to 
“ find a way, or make one,” and a continual indica- 
tion of the direction in which the way ought to point. 











You want to advertise your register where it may be 
heard of by every forlorn and shipwrecked brother. 
Make your room the labor exchange of the town ; 
charge yourselves with the business of verifyif'g the 
references offered ; and by and by, when the demand 
for labop begins again, people will remember who it 
was that did their best when there was very little to 
be done. If you should do nothing more than to 
keep this labor bureau, you will have done much. 
If there is no work, that one book, well kept, indexed, 
summed up monthly in statistical results to be pub- 
lished in the secular papers, will lead to the creation 
of work—work for honest men and work for tramps 
—and perhaps this business of organizing the work 
will also come upon your hands. Happy for you if 
it does, and if you have the business faculty to man- 
age it ! 

We think we hear some timid ‘young Christian 
make the imbecile remark, “ We really have not the 
means for any such great work; if you knew how 
we are straitened, and how it is much as ever we can 
pay the rent of our reading-room, you’ would not 
ask it.” Yes, we know, poor, feeble brother, just 
how it is, and just how it will be until you begin to 
show yourself alive and in earnest about some 
gravely important work that needs to be done, and 
that needs you and your society to do it. Whenever 
that is, you will have all the means you need. If 
you fail in this matter, it will not be for lack of 
something distinct to do, and means to do it with, 
but for lack of grace and zeal and sanctified gump- 
tion. 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


an 


So many “ open letters” come to us from all parts of the 
country that it is quite impossible to find room for them all 
in these columns. Nor, indeed, can we reply to all of them 
personally. The best we can do is to make use of those 
which seem calculated to interest the larger number of 
our readers, The same question is sometimes repeated 
week after week. When it has been once answered, we are 
compelled to let a question rest. 


In comment on the recent mention, by a Massachusetts 
pastor, of the difficulty of obtaining fresh slides for the 
magic lantern or stereopticon, without too large an outlay, 
Mr. T. H. McAllister, of 49 Nassau Street, New York, a 
manufacturer of and dealer in articles of this sort, whose 
advertisement may be found in another column, says : 

We have for several years past made a business of hiring out 
pictures to parties having their own instruments, residing in this 
city, and charging a small percentage for their use per night. 

This meets the case for the New-Yorkers. Now if the 
same plan can be extended beyond, so much the better. 

A New Orleans correspondent asks : 

Will you please inform me as to which is the best and cheapest 
Bible dictionary now published ? 

The “cheapest”—if by this is meant that of lowest 
price—is rarely the best in any department of Sunday- 
school helps. Ifa man wants a really good thing, he must 
pay for it. Smith’s Bible Dictionary is, in our opinion, 
decidedly the best. It can be obtained in various editions, 
unabridged and abridged. Perhaps the abridgement edited 
by the Rev. S. W. Barnum, and published by the Apple- 
tons, is as good as any of the more compact editions. The 
small Bible Dictionary of the American Tract Society, 
New York, is a very good one for its small compass. It 
would meet the want of many a teacher who could not 
afford a larger one. 

We have fresh evidence continually that the hints and 
suggestions of these pages are of service to workers far and 
near. Here comes an assurance of this truth from over the 
ocean. A Brooklyn correspondent forwards it : 

A letter lately received from a lady superintendent in Geneva, 
Switzerland,—the author of that useful and admirable little book, 
“ Le Culte du Dimanche,"’—charges me with a message to one of 
your correspondents which I cannot do better than translate from 
ber ov words. She says: “I have read in The Sunday School 
Times—which is truly an inestimable aid to me in the Sunday- 
school work—an article which has rendered and will render us, 
with God's help, most blessed service. It was from the pen of a 
superintendent at Louisville, in Kentucky, and was dated the 
20th of May, 1876, recounting the manner in which he obtained 
trom each of his teachers a report of each class. I have used the 





questions which he proposed, with some slight modifications, in 
demanding a similar work from my teachers, I cannot say that 
my demand has been to the taste of the greater number of these 
friends. But it has been very useful to them, in leading to reflec- 
tion upon several essential points of the work; and for me it has 
been of equal utility in making clear to my eyes several matters 
which had remained obscure, or in the shadow. Such an exami- 
nation of conscience cannot fail to be seriously useful. I should 
be truly gratefal if you would in one way or another, through the 
medium of The Sunday School Times, let the superintendent in 
Louisville know the good of which he has been the unconscious 
cause to a little school on a distant continent.” 


Here are two requests for aid in selecting a hymn book 
for a particular school. One is from a New Jersey super- 
intendent, who asks: 

Will you be kind enough to inform me in the columns of your 
paper, which, in your judgment, is the best Sunday-school music 
book, say, for a school of one hundred and fifty members ? 

The other is from Halifax, Nova Scotia, in this form : 

Please state if you can recommend us 4 really good hymn book 
for a Sunday-school (Wesleyan); as we have “ Hallowed Songs,” 
but wish a change. 

These requests are for counsel which we do not think it 
would be right for us to give. We are glad to pass an 
opinion upon hymn and music books as they come before us 
for notice, and we have done so freely in several recent 
instances. Those who value our opinion on books of this 
sort may have it accordingly. But when it comes to 
advising a particular school in its choice of a book suited 
to its peculiar needs we decline to take the responsibility 
of an opinion. No one hymn book is best for all schools. 
It is for those who are in the charge of eack several school 
to say which is the book for its necessities. We take the 
same ground concerning books for the library. We de- 
scribe each book as it comes before us, and give our 
opinion of its merits ; but we do not say, unless in a rarely 
exceptional instance, that any book is a book for every 
Sunday-school library. It is for us to show what a book 
is. It is for the managers of each Sunday-school to say if 
that is the book they want. We should be free, at a 
proper time, to express our opinion of the essential quali- 
ties of a good pastor or of a good wife; but we should by 
no means be ready to say to any church that a certain 
clergyman was the best man for its pastor; nor would we 
venture to pick out a wife for a particular man—or even 
for a man who was not particular. 


A friend from Northern New York who signs himself 


J 


“Yours suggestively,” makes his own “notes on open 
letters,” and starts some new questions, after this sort : 


I would suggest to my friend Mrs. Knox, the importance of 
leaving the children the spirit and key of the Lord’s Prayer, rather 
than the mere recital of it. “ Forgive us our debisas;” this little 
word as our Saviour informs us in Matthew 6: 14, 15, is the 
key to the prayer. All children should very early be taught this 
important fact, that if they at any time adopt this prayer as their 
own, and harbor enmity against any one, then they pray that God 
will not forgive them. How important, then, to very early impress 
this on young children’s minds. “ Pray—not Say your prayers,” 
should then be every teacher’s motto. Please say to our friend 
from Selma, Ala, that ‘The Dance of Death” can be had of 
almost any book-store in New York; and I would urge every 
mother to read this interesting book, and learn the pernicious 
character of the abominable fashionable amusement of which 
it treats. No mother who values the purity of her daughter, 
or son either, will permit them to indulge in such a corrupting 
amusement. Allow me also to add my experience of thirty-seven 
years as superintendent of one of the Sunday-schools in Owego, 
for the benefit of your Columbus correspondent, that 9 o’clock 
A. M. from the firstof May to October, and from October to May 
either immediately after the morning service or some convenient 
hour in the afternoon are the best times for a city Sunday-school 
session. And now one more subject which has long troubled me 
What shall we do with those teachers who wholly rely on their 
lesson papers without study before their classes? We cannot afford 
to give up these suggestive aids, but I question whether they will 
not prove more detrimental than useful to Sunday-schools, unless 
this habit is given up. No teacher can succeed, who neglects the 
study of his lesson and relies on the lesson paper or The Times. 
I would urge every school to resolve that no teacher be permitted 
to use these helps before his class. Only scholars should be per- 
mitted to use them there. Once again let me beg our Lesson Com 
mittee to shorten their lessons—most admirable in selection, but 
altogether too long to be practical. 

We agree with our correspondent in thinking that a 
teacher ought to get along without a lesson paper ora 
question book in the class; yet we do not believe that the 
tendency of modern lesson helps is to diminish the amount 
of independent Bible study by teachers. We think that 
the International Lessons of the current year are by no 
means too long for practical use in the average class. 
Indeed, many teachers take up each Sunday more or less 
of the context, in addition to the verses named by the 
Lesson Committee, so as to give completeness to the lesson 
theme or narrative. 





November 10, 1877.] 
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“LOVEST THOU ME?” 


BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE, 


Sweet was the day I crowned thee, Lord ; 
Sweet were its hours divine ;— 

The day I crowned thee, in my heart; 
The day thou mad’st me thine, 


Oh, sweet the day, when thy fair face 
Drew all my soul to thee, 

And, in a blest exchange of love, 
Thou gav’st thyself to me! 


What holy passion stirred my heart, 
What tears my joy outpoured,— 
When thou didst come to ask the love 

Of one who thee adored ! 


And thou hast won my soul at last ; 
(Who could resist such grace ?) 
Again I crown thee in my heart; 
None shall usurp thy place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


CHROMOS IN SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
BY EDWARD EGGLESTON, D.D. 


I heard a well-known and able Sunday-schoolist address 
a convention of four thousand people yesterday, and in the 
midst of much wise and witty advice he uttered a tart word 
against the use of chromos as rewards for the bringing in 
of scholars. Of course, part of the convention applauded ; 
but not the part which knew by practical experience what 
itis t. .ild up Sunday-schools in mission neighborhoods, 
This thrust at chromo rewards appealed_to two prejudices, 
—ths prejudice against chromos and that against rewards. 

Now nothing is so easily abused as a Sunday-school 
reward for the introduction of scholars. If you give a 
prize to the one that gets the larger number of scholars, 
you excite emulation and sodo harm. But if you give a 
reward for every three recruits brought in, you encourage 
every child to use his influence in his little circle to build 
up your work, and you put a reward in the reach of almost 
every child in the school. 

You think it ignoble to use such means of getting 
scholars? You wouldn’t hire children to recruit? Dear 
dainty kid-gloved missionary, take your refined sensibilities 
and your smelling-bottle into a mission neighborhood and 
appeal to lofty sentiments that are yet unborn in the 
minds of the children, and let us see you achieve something ! 
What have you done for the great neglected mass? Come 
to Brooklyn and try your theories on “ Dutchtown” once, 
or go to the Fifth Ward of Brooklyn and try “ Irishtown.” 
It’s all very nice talking about “salvation by faith only,” 
when you are after doctrines, but when you’re in a mission 
work, and are after children, it is salvation by hook and by 
crook sometimes. 

I know of no better reward than a good chromo. The 
chromo has been brought into disrepute by being cheap. 
The newspapers have given them away. The patent hair- 
dye man advertises with them. So that my friend who 
can afford oil-paintings turns up his nose because I will 
still keep a few choice ones on my walls. But a work of 
art is not the less a work of art because multitudes possess 
it. My friend has a poorish oil-painting by a mediocre 
artist, which cost him a hundred dollars at auction. I 
have a fine chromo which cost me five. I know that Mrs. 
Grundy doesn’t like my chromo. ButI didn’t buy it for 
her. 

Children like color better than they do form. Herbert 
Spencer even maintains that a child should be taught to 
color before heis taught to draw. Toa child it is a great 
delight to have a bit of bright color, What an Ary 
Scheffer is to a wealthy collector, that is a first-class chromo 
to one of our little girls in a tenement-house. And the 
love of beauty is a great stimulant to the love of goodness. 
A sweet little chromo hanging on the? wall of a pinched 
tenement in Stagg Street is a sort of antidote to the evil 
influence of the surrounding ugliness. So we frankly give 
a chromo for every three new scholars enrolled with us,— 
after the three ‘scholars have all been with us at least 
three Sundays. By that time the teacher ought to be able 
to keep them. This is not transcendental Sunday-school 
work, but I have generally observed that transcendental 
Sunday-school work is as small and as inefficient as it is 
dainty. 

Two or three years ago in our Christian Endeavor work 
we looked around for something to make the children happy 
at Christmas time. We hit upon the chromo cards pub- 
lished by Prang of Boston. We printed a Merry Christmas 
in the blank space in front, and the name of our school 
and a bit of Christmas poetry on the back. I then wrote 
an account of this plan for The Sunday School Times. The 
editor patted it on the back, the leading Sunday-school men 





availed themselves of it, and last year the demand for these 
cards was immense. This year Messrs. Prang & Co. have 
got out a bewildering {variety of the loveliest cards imagi- 
nable. They have met the Sunday-school demand heartily, 
and their money investment must be larger. For children 
nothing could be more beautiful, for instance, than the long 
“floral book-mark” set numbered [5Q8, with its dainty 
pinks, honeysuckles,;buttercups, and pansies. In set 514, 
little elves are ringing Christmas bells, and holding holly 
wreaths; there is an angel kneeling on an olive-branch 
reading, while a dove descends on the book; another has 
a heavenly messenger in bright robes standing on a shep- 
herd’s staff pointing to the star of Bethlehem. Set 
numbered 502, with its elegant illuminations, is better for 
people a little more cultivated than for poor children ; but 
number 912 introduces us to the most charming objects in 
nature,—little birds’ eggs, green fones, and blue ones, and 
red-speckled arranged with purple berries and honey-bees 
and pretty lady-beetles. Nothing could be more delicate 
than the water-lilies in set 511. I cannot go further 
except to name number 516 for its rich figure-pieces ; for 
the autumn leaves, the forget-me-nots, the lilies of the 
valley, the ferns, the long herons, the pussy-willows, that 
abound in these cards cannot be described, but their 
influence on the culture of town and children is most 
wholesome. Now I hope that this great house will add 
this one other to all that they are doing for the Sunday- 
school work. We need a set of good chromos for rewards. 
They should be suitable for framing, about six by eight 
inches, and furnished at not more than twenty to forty cents 
apiece. This price is low, but the great demand would 
make it remunerative. Fora country Sunday-school, many 
of these larger cards would serve very well; but for us in 
the city we need something better than the market affords 
at present,—a picture that shall be really beautiful, really 
cheap, and appropriate, with a blank for printing the 
presentation in. I make the suggestion in this public way, 
sure, without conferring with them, that the publishers 
will do this for us. And 1 am not sure but that some of 
their floral crosses are suited to the purpose I have in 
view, if they could be afforded at a low price. Two things 
in conclusion. I write this article without any remunera- 
tion from the publishers named, solely in the interest of 
the Sunday-school public. And I beg that readers will not 
address me letters of inquiry on the subject. My former 
article-on this matter came very near being the death of 
me. 


MY BOY’S CHAPTER, AND WHAT IT 
TAUGHT ME. 


HOPE LEDYARD. 


It often happens that where one is teaching a child, some 
special lesson is taught the teacher. I had one of this kind 
of lessons brought to my notice this morning, as my little 
son was reading the account of Samuel’s vision or call. 

Has it ever struck you how persistent Samuel must have 
seemed to Eli? ‘“ Here am I,” “ Here am I, for thou call- 
edst me,’—and still a third time the boy disturbed the 
old man. I think we parents have a great lesson taught 
us here; a lesson which perhaps poor Eli had learned by 
his sad experience,—a lesson of patient, thoughtful consid- 
eration with our children. Just take the simple every- 
day occurrence of a child running in to a busy mother. 
“Did you callme?” If we are busy or worried (espe- 
cially if the latter), are we not apt to answer the child 
hastily or carelessly, “ No, no, ran away,” perhaps adding 
the thoughtless but inexpressibly heartless words, “ don’t 
bother me” ? 

It is true that our children do “bother” us, but it is not 
kind to tell them of it; and besides, I have learned that 
either a child is always wounded when told that he both- 
ers his mother, or that he gets so used to beiny told it that 
he cares nothing about it, and you have then lost an influ- 
ence that, had it been kept in reserve, might have done you 
great service. If a child fancies we called him, the very 
coming of the child into our presence should make us give 
some caress, say some kindly word, if it be only a gentle 
permission to go on with play or with rest, as Eli said, 
“ Lie down again, my child.” 

I suppose it never entered Eli's mind, till Samuel put 
his boyish head into the tent for the third time, that it 
might be God was calling the child. Naturally he would 
hope that if there was to be any “open vision in those 
days” it would be given to himself, the old high-priest 
who had served God so long. So his patience was only 
what he had trained himself to exercise; and, having 
patience with the child, the wondrous possibilities bound 
up in that child’s life dawned upon his mind, as it always 
will dawn in any patient, thoughtful soul who has the care 
of achild. Let us, then, take the children’s interruptions 
pleasantly, and see if we cannot lead them nearer to God, 








—lead them to take little Samuel's attitude, and say, 


“ Speak, Lord.” 

Mothers and fathers, remember your child may have a 
higher call than any you may hear; take care youdonot mis- 
lead that young soul. A daughter feels called to deeper and 
more earnest study than her mother, a good, faithful house- 
keeper, can understand or approve of. The girl tells you 
of her ambitions, of the wonderful thoughts that come to 
her. If you are made of different stuff, if you do not 
understand these ambitions, you can either sneer at the 
girl, blame her for her “ foolish notions,” or you can tell 
her to wait patiently and make sure whether it isa call from 
above,—a call to be his servant,—and then listen. 

You, my dear friend, have a talented and brilliant son, 
whom you have determined shall succeed you in your busi- 
ness. But the young man has no taste for the business, 
and longs to follow a profession, or he has heard a call to 
give himself to the preaching of God’s word. Take care 
how you silence this call that he hears. Remember that 
in most cases a man, to do the greatest good in the world, 
must love his work and feel he has chosen his work. 
Remember too, that a call to study mechanics, or to be 
a farmer, may be as much a call from God as is a call to 
the ministry. 

And there is another lesson for us parents in my boy’s 
chapter. There comes a time in the life of almost all 
young people when they suddenly realize that the dear 
father or mother is by no means faultless. It is a very 
serious time for the child, and he will generally shun the 
parents, fearing they may see what he has discovered. 
Now there is really no help for this. We shall all make 
mistakes. But let us see to it that our children shall 
never find any really dishonorable action in us; then, 
when the awakening comes, we can draw the child closer, 
and tell him to “ hide it not” from us. 


THE GOOD SUPERINTENDENT.* 


BY W. L. SPRAGUE, 


In the first place 1 think you will all agree with me that 
a good superintendent is a/ive—not dead, nor sleeping— 
but energetic and active. His manner before his school is 
full of life and vigor, and his voice rings clear and distinct. 
Thus he commands attention: his school feels that he is 
competent, that he knows just what to do, and will do it, 
They have confidence in him, and will come up to his 
requirements with animation and pleasure. 

But let a superintendent manifest a feeble, undecided, halt- 
ing manner, and he loses his power over his school in great 
measure. Nothing so paralyzes troops as loss of confidence 
in their commander, Their vim and courage seem all gone, 
So our schools need a good degree of force and go in their 
leader to keep them up to the mark. 

The good superintendent is alive to the importance of 
his work. It is much in his thoughts—it weighs upon and 
nerves him up when he would otherwise relax. He is 
alive to the needs of his school, and tasks his power to 
supply them, He introduces variety in his methods, and 
uses all means at his command to produce the best results. 
He must keep up with the times in his reading and study, 
and needs to know the latest and freshest thoughts of the 
eminent Sunday-school workers. He is not such an old 
fogy as to keep in a rut when he sees a smooth track along- 
side. He picks up a hint here, and a suggestion there, and 
puts to the test of actual practice. “Never too old to 
learn” is his motto. 

In the second place, you will admit that a good superin- 
tendent is watchful; not only of the school as a whole, but 
also of the individuals composing it. He shows pleasure 
at the presence and solicitude at the prolonged absence of 
a teacher or scholar. His anxious thought is, “ How can 
I retain that young man who is learning to stay away 
from Sabbath school and church?” “In what way can 
that young lady be influenced to use some of her overflow- 
ing good spirits in the Master's service?” 

Or, as his glance runs over the school after some appli- 
cation of the lesson, he looks for the moistened eye that 
indicates a softened heart. “Is there an opportunity for 
a whispered word in season ?” 
¢ He is careful to adapt teachers to classes, so that a good 
Bible class teacher may not have charge of a class of 
small boys, or that one who has a gift for interesting chil- 
dren may not be set to teach a class of the old girls who 
wear spectacles. Sometimes a scholar needs transferring 
from one class to another, or a new class can swarm from 
old ones with advantage to all concerned. 

The good superintendent rewards good work in teacher 
or scholar with words of approval, or drops a hint now 
and then when he thinks there is a chance for improve- 





*Substance of an address before a Presbyterial Sunday {chool 
Institute held at Campbelltown, N. Y., October 2, 1877. 
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Scholars like to be noticed. A smile and a kind 
word from their superintendent, whenever they meet, are 


ment. 


valued by them. If they are consulted in regard to the 
work, and given something to do, they take greater inter- 
est in their school thereafter. 

Third: It goes without saying that the good superin- 
tendent is a worker. He spends much time and labor in 
the preparation of his lessons. How else is he to know 
what they contain and how to bring out their meaning 
clearly and intelligently. He will find that the more time 
he devotes to their preparation, the less time it will take 
to teach them, on the same principle that led a gentleman, 
at the close of a long letter, to apologize for its length, 
because he really had not time to write a short one. One 
of the superintendent’s aims is to get Bible study by other 
people; but that does not excuse him from it. How can 
he ask about the lesson intelligently if he is not familiar 
with it? What interest will his school take in that which 
does not interest him? Of lesson helps there is no lack. 
A whole Sunday-school literature by itself has grown up 
since the introduction of the uniform lessons. Some of 
the ablest minds in the country are employed in their 
exposition. The superintendent has only to choose, in 
order to obtain the very best aid. This he will supple- 
ment with a careful study of the Bible text, looking up 
marzinal references and parallel passages, and will add to 
that good preparation on historical and geographical 
points. Then he may venture to go before his teachers’- 
meeting. 

There the superintendent directs the line of thought, 
selects from the abundant riches of these lessons the par- 
ticular topic which he wishes taught. All the lesson helps 
give a topic, but it can sometimes be bettered. Then he 
may call out by questions the leading divisions of the 
lesson comprised in the places, persons, and time men- 
tioned, and the events, with their meaning or instruction 
He may obtain these divisions by getting answers to the 
questions “Who?” “ Where?” “When?” “What?” 
and “Why?” These will be illustrated by parallel pas- 
sages or from history. Thus the teachers are all prepared 
to teach the same general facts, but in whatever way they 
like; and the way best suited to an adult Bible class 
would not do at all for intermediate and primary classes, 
and vice versa. For variety, different parts of the work 
may be previously assigned to individuals, and then, at 
the meeting, Mr. A might be ready to explain any ob- 
scurity in the text, or give other readings to bring out 
another shade of meaning, Miss B might be called upon 
to give an account of the persons mentioned in the lessons, 
Miss C for the places, Mrs. D with peculiar customs or any 
explanations necessary, and soon, The object 1s to make 
sure that teachers study, by giving them a particular part 
to prepare, and to interest them in the lesson before the 
teachers’-meeting. During the meeting, discussions will 
arise, and should be encouraged within reasonable limits, 
and questions are always in order. 

The good superintendent will vary the opening exercises 
of his Sunday-school sessions as much as may be, and not 
keep any one order too long for fear of not getting another 
as good. Have variety, and have plenty of singing, 
including one or two old pieces that all know. Then lei 
them sing out loud and full, so as to feel the power of song 
It is well for the superintendent to explain very briefly 
any peculiarities of the lesson, that all may read it 
intelligently, for it is probably the first time that many of 
the school have studied it. 

It keeps their attention to call upon first one class to 
read a verse, then upon another, and so on, skipping 
around, to keep all on the alert; then sometimes let the 
boys be called upon for a verse, and then the girls, and in 
similar ways monotony can be avoided. It is well to 
have the school rise and repeat in concert some one of the 
Psalms, or the Commandments, or the Beatitudes, or the 
Creed, or any preferred portion of the Scriptures. Then, 
after as much time allowed to the teachers for instructing 
their classes as may be, the good superintendent will wish 
to know how much and what the scholars have learned, 
and the only way to find out is by asking them. He will 
make his questions simple, short, and rapid, and in all 
cases where the answer is not perfectly obvious, he will 
suggest the desired reply. 

I am aware that many good authorities claim that 
scholars should not be told, and that the only test of 
knowledge is what they can answer without prompting. 
But a suggested answer is better than none, and scholars 
learn from the suggestion if they did not know before. 
Experience shows that very few will make any answer at 
all unless they are sure they know what is wanted and 
that their answer will be correct, These questions must 
be simple, such as to interest the younger scholars, now 
and then one to the primary class. What interests the 


comprehend the questions, and the ready and full answers 
will be a delight... . 

In referring to the map, if a superintendent points out a 
place, and proceeds to describe it, he may not keep the 
attention of all. For example, while he says, “ Ephesus 
was a large city situated on the western coast of Asia 
Minor and the capital of that country. It was famous 
for its commerce, its temple of Diana,” etc. But very likely 
the irrepressibles have not heard a word. Now if he 
commence by placing the pointer anywhere upon the map, 
and asking “ Which way shall I move the pointer to have 
it touch Ephesus?” then every eye is on the lookout 
for that city, and the ready answer comes, “ East,” or 
“West,” as the case may be. Then, “ Was Ephesus a 
large or a small city?” “Good or wicked?” “ Many 
traders or few?” “Did they worship God or idols?” 
“ What was their chief idol’s name?” “In what building 
was she?” “ Wasit beautiful or plain?” and so on. In this 
way information is imparted, and the attention is kept... . 
Reviews are all important. Every Sunday no better 
introduction to the lesson can be had than to recall the 
leading points in the previous lesson. For variety’s sake it 
is well sometimes to ask questions of one class at a time. 
It keeps up class pride and desire not to be outdone. Every 
month’s lessons need a careful review, and those of every 
quarter require particular attention. In noother way can 
lasting benefit from these lessons be derived. 

You will doubtless agree with me that some normal 
work is desirable, and a portion of the hour can be devoted 
to it with great profit. Just now, when we are following 
Paul through his long journeys, the school will take great 
interest in his Epistles, when, where, and to whom they 
were written, and what needs in the churches they were 
intended to supply. So they can be interested in the 
history and study of all the sacred books. But if I con- 
tinue longer, you will accuse me of violating my own rule 
in regard to watching the gauges. So, in conclusion, let me 
say that the superintendent must not lean too much on 
other people for methods, but let him work them out for 
himself. Every man can work best in his own way, and 
can make a way for himself if he will boldly try. 

Then, to recapitulate, my friends, if you agree with me, 
you think a good superintendent will be wide awake, 
watchful, and a worker. He will not prose. He will aim 
low, so as to reach the younger classes. He will not tell 
the school, but will ask his school to tell him. He will be 
ingenious in finding out variety and avoiding sameness. 
He will dare try new ways, although he never saw them 
used. He will be thorough, will demand good work from 
‘eachers and scholars, and will hang on until he gets it. 
Lastly, let him be patient. Discouragement will come. 
He may see no good result from his labors, may think he 
is not the right man in the right place, and that he is of 
no use in the Lord’s work. Let him not lose his reward 
through faint-heartedness. If he is sure the school like 
him, let him do the best he can, and remember the word of 
the Lord to Joshua, “ Have not I commanded thee? Be 
strong and of a good courage: be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest.” 





INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1879. 


New York, Nov, 2, 1877, 
Epiror Sunpay Scuoon TIMEs: 
I send you a correct copy of the International Lessons for 
1879, for publication in your paper. 
Truly yours, J. H. Vincent, 

Chairman International Lesson Committee. 


FIRST QUARTER, 


January 5. 
1. The Second Temple. Ezra3:1-13, Memory verses: 10-13. 
Golden Text. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the Lorp, because the foundation of the house of the 


Lory was laid. Ezra 3:11, 
January 12. 


2. The Dedication. Fzra 6:14-22. Memory verses: 19-22, 
Golden Text. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than 
of the former, saith the Lory of hosts: and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lorp of hosts. Hag. 2:9. 
January 19, 
3. The Mission of Nehemiah. Neh. 2: 1-8, Memory verses: 4-8. 
Golden Text. ‘The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we 
his servants will arise and build, Neh. 2:20. 
January 26. 
4. The Builders Interrupted. Neh. 4:7-18. Memory verses: 15-18, 
Golden Text. Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and 
set a watch against them day and night, because of them. Neh.4:9, 
February 2. 
6. The Reading of the Law. Neh.8:1-8. Memory verses: 1-3. 
Golden Text. The entravee of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple, Psa. 119; 130, 
: February 9, 
6. The Keeping of the Sabbath. Neh. 13: 15-22. Memory verses: 19-22% 
Golden Text, Remember the Sabbath day, tokeep itholy. Ex. 20:8. 
February 16. 
7. The Way of the Righteous. Psa.1:1-5. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text. But the path of the just és as the shining light, that 





little folks interests everybody, Let even the youngest 


shineth more and more unto the perfect day, Prov. 4:18. 





February 23. 
8. The King in Zion. Psa.2:1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text. God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci: 
fied, both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36. 
March 2, 
9. The Prayer of the Penitent. Psa. 51: 1-13. Memory verses: 9-13. 
Golden Text, Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin. Psa, 51:2. 
March 9, 
10. The Joy of Forgiveness, Psa. 32:1-11. Memory verses: 7-11. 
Golden Text, Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. Psa, 32:1. 
March 16. 
11. Delight in God’s House. Psa. 84: 1-12. Memory verses: 8 12. 
Golden Text. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be 
still praising thee, Psa. 84:4, 
March 23. 
12. The All-seeing God. Psa. 139:1-12. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text. Thou God seest me. Gen. 16:13. 
March 30, 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


SECOND QUARTER, 
April 6, 
1. Sanctified Affliction. Job 33: 14-30.} Memory verses: 23-26. 
Golden Text. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him, Heb. 12: 5. 
April 13, 
2. Prosperity Restored. Job. 42: 1-10. Memory verses - 1-6, 10. 
Golden Text, Behold, we count them happy which endure, James 
5: ll. 
April 20, 
3. Queen Esther. Esther 4: 10-17. Memory verses: 13-16. 
Golden Text. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shal! bring it to pass. Psa, 37: 5, 
April 27. 
4. The Coming Saviour. Isa. 42: 1-10. Memory verses: 1-4. 
Golden Text. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


Matt. 3: 17. 
May 4. 
6. The Suffering Saviour. Isa. 6&3: 1-12. Memory: 
Golden Text. Who his own self bare cur sins in 
the tree, 1 Peter2: 24. 


‘ 
Us. 


~ uwn body on 


May 11, 
6. The Saviour’s Call. Isa. 55: 1-11. Memory verses: 1, 6-3. 
Golden Text. 1f any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 


John 7: 37. 
May 18. 


7. The Saviour’s Kingdom. Micah 4: 1-8. Memory verses: 1-4. 
Golden Text. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, 
and to the house of the God of Jacob. Micah 4: 2. 
May 25. 
8 The Holy Spirit Promised. Joel 2: 28-32. Memory verses : 28-32. 
Golden Text. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you. Acts1: 8. 
June 1, 
9. Prophecy against Tyre. Ezek. 26: 7-14. Memory verses: 7, 13, 14. 
Golden Text. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shal! 
not pass away. Matt, 24: 35. 
Jane 8 
10. The Valiey of Dry Bones. Ezek. 37: 1-10. Memory verses: 7-10, 
Golden Text. It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the” flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they 


are life. John 6: 63. 
June 15, 


11. The Need of God’s Spirit. Zech. 4: 1-14. Memory verses: 47. 
G.lden Text. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts. Zech. 4: 6. 
June 22. 


12. Consecration to God. Mal. 3: 8-18. Memory verses : 16-18, 
Gulden Text, And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in 
that day when I make up my jewels. Mal. 3: 17. 
June 29, 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


THIRD QUARTER, 
July 6, 
1. Peace with God, Rom.5:1-10. Memory verses: 6-10, 
Golden Text. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:1. 
July 13. 
2. The Security of Believers. Rom. 8:28-39. Memory verses: 35-39. 
Golden Text, If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom, 8:31, 
July 20. 
3. Christian Love. 1 Cor. 13:1-13. Memory verses: 4-8. 
Golden Text. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity. 1 Cor. 13; 13. 
July 27. 
4. Victory over;Death. 1 Cor. 15:50-58. Memory verses : 54-57, 
Golden Text, Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
John 11: 25. 


August 3. 
5. The Ministry of Reconciliation. 2Cor. 5:14-21. Memory verses: 
18-21, 
Golden Text, We pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. 2 Cor. 5:20. 
August 10. 


6. The Fruit of the Spirit. 
22-26. 
Golden Text. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap, Gal. 6:7. 
August 17, 
7. The Christian Armor. Eph. 6:10-20. Memory verses : 14-17, 
Golden Text. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 


Gal, 5:22-26; 6:1-9. Memory verses: 


to stand against the wiles of the devil. Eph. 6:11, 
August 24. 
8. The Mind of Christ. Phil. 2:1-13. Memory verses: 5-11, 


Golden Text. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus, Phil. 2:5, 
August 31, 
9. Practical Religion. Col. 3: 16-25. Memory verses: 16-20, 
Golden Text. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and notuntomen. Col, 3:23, 
September 7. 
10. The Coming of the Lord. 1 Thess. 4: 13-18. Memory verses : 13-18, 
Golden Text, And so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thess. 4:17. 
September 14. 
11. The Christian In the World. 1 Tim. 6:6-16. Memory verses: 9-12. 
Golden Text. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 


world, John 17:16, 
September 21. 





12. The Christian Citizen. Titus 3:1-9. Memory verses; 1-5. 
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Golden Text. Render therefore unto Cesar the things which are 
Cesar’s; and unto God the things that are God's. Matt, 22:21. 
September 28, 
13. Review, or lesson selected by the school. 


FOURTH QUARTER. 
October 5. 
1. Our Great High-Priest. Heb. 4: 14-16; 5: 1-6. 
14-16. 
Golden Text. Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 
Heb.7: 25. 


Memory verses: 


October 12. 
2. The Types Explained. Heb.9: 1-12. Memory verses: 8-12, 
Golden Text. For by one offering he_hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified. Heb. 10: 14. 
October 19. 
3. The Triumphs of Faith. Heb. 11: 1-10. Memory verses: 1-6. 
Golden Text, For he endured, as seeing him who is invisible, 
Heb, 11: 27. 
October _26, 
4. Faith and Works. James2: 14-26. Memory verses: 14-18. 
Golden Text. For as the body without the spirit 1s dead, so faith 
without works is dead also. James 2: 26. 
November 2. 
5. The Perfect Pattern. 1 Peter 2: 19-25. Memory verses: 19-25, 
Golden Text. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
ll Peter 2: 22, 
November 9." 
6. The Perfect Saviour. 1 John 1: 1-10. Memory verses: 5-9, 
Golden Text. The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
allsin. 1John 1:7, 
November 16, 
7. The Love of the Father. 1 John 4: 7-16, Memory verses: 7-11. 
Golden Text. We love him, because he first loved us. 1 John 4: 19. 
November 23. 
‘8. The Message to the Churches. Rev. 3: 1-13. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text. Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 
‘crown. Rey. 3: 11. 
November 30, 
Rev. 1: 10-29. Memory verses: 12-18, 
Iam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end- 
ord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
Rey. 1: 8. 


9. The Glorified Saviour. 
7olden Text, 
ing, saith t* 
the Alm* 
December 7. 
10. The t ~¥enly Song. Rev. 5: 1-14. Memory verses: 9-12. 
Golden Te Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and 
blessing. Rev. 5:12. 
December 14, 
11. The Heavenly City. Rev. 21: 21-29, 22: 1-5. Memory verses: 1-5. 
Golden Text. For he looked for a city which hath foundations. 
whose builder and maker is God. Heb.11:10, 
f December 21. 
12. The Last Words. Rev. 22: 10-21. Memory verses: 16-21, 
Golden Text. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen, Rey, 22: 21. 
December 28. 
13. Review, or iesson selected ny the school. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—_——_. 
THE EXPRESS TRAIN ON THE BRIDGE. 
BY THE REV, EDWARD A. RAND, 


“T s’pose God wants people now-a-days to trust him in 
‘danger,” said Freddie Allen, his blue eyes looking like big- 
sized gentians in October as he asked the question. 

“Yes,” said his mother, who had been telling him a Bible 
‘story of God's deliverance of his people from peril. “ But,” 
added Mrs. Allen, remembering that the element of the 
dangerous attracted the daring Fred somewhat as an 
‘opened cage door interests an imprisoned robin, “ but——” 
‘and Mrs. Allen stopped. Then she went on: “ You must 
mot go into danger needlessly. God wants us to keep out 
of needless danger all we can.” Twenty-four hours passed. 
It was Monday noon. 

“That boy! Fred-der-rtcx ! 

It was Mrs. Allen’s cheery voice that called the name of 
her irrepressible boy, and with each syllable rose higher and 
higher, like a crow-biddy, mounting a ladder till it gets to the 
top round, and then fairly breaks out into a crow ! 

“ Fred-er-R1ck |” 

Fred was going out of the garden into the road, his hands 
in his pockets, his hat on one side, his mouth puckered up 
into a whistle. It relieved his mother to hear his whistle. 
Silence was ominous. It was likely to mean mischief. 
“What does mother want?” he asked, suddenly bringing 
his musical performance to a halt. He turned, and looked 
up to his mother’s open chamber window. 

“ Be at home by six,” called out Mrs. Allen. 

“T will, mother, sure,” shouted Fred promptly, for he 
was as ready with his promises as some people in business 
are with their assurances. 

“ And don’t come home over the bridge, Fred |” 


'» 


Fred caught the last injunction as he was turning into | 


the street; but if he had not heard it at all, he knew well 
enough what his mother’s opinion was about crossing “ the 
bridge.” That bridge was a bad place, and I will tell 
about it further along. Fred puckered up his mouth again 
for a fresh whistle, and in the thought of a nutting-party 
that was coming off, forgot the bridge and mother’s com- 
mand also. 

And if there were not the boys of the nutting party 
waiting for him at the store, just ahead! 

“Hurrah! Hereis Fred!” shouted Tom Brown. 
let’s be off! Nuts, boys, nuts!” 

“Come on!” said Charlie Thomas, throwing his cap into 


“Now 


the air, while Tim Dwight offered to stand on his head with 
any other boy. This proposed celebration of Fred's arrival 
was very wisely not seconded, and Tim remained standing 
on his feet, which every boy should be content to do. 

They all clattered down upon the “ town-bridge,” crossing 
“Deep River.” Beyond this stream were the roomy fields, 
where the nut-trees stood. There they were in their yellow 
foliage, like big Chinese mandarins in their shining silk 
dresses. At every gust of wind they would rustle their 
robes as if shaking out a kind of laughing welcome, and 
saying, “Come on, boys! You see we're waiting. Lots of 
fun here. We can stand any amount of shaking, stoning, 
clubbing, pounding. Oaly leave us a stump apiece to begin 
life with next spring.” Tim Dwight, that harum-scarum 
chap, was ready to accept all invitations, and with legs 
nimble as a squirrel’s sprang up into a tree. Shaking the 
branches, he said he would give them a specimen of infantry- 
fire in battle. Pop! pop! pop! came the nuts, faster, 
thicker, then thicker, faster again, till from the “ Oh’s!” and 
“ Ah’s!” and“ My’s!” you must have said there were a 
thousand wounded men under the tree. The boys visited 
one tree after another, remembering their mothers, it should 
be said, and not venturing far up into the trees, when at 
last the village clock was heard calling away, “‘ One—two 
—three—four !” 

“Four o'clock,” said Charlie Thomas, “and I said I would 
start for home at four. Must go now,” and off he started. 
Some of the others thought they would join him, and 
Fred stood at last alone. : 

Fred scratched his head, and began to wonder what 
he should do, as his leave of absence wasalongerone. He 
started upa whistle. He could do ¢hatat least in the want 
of farther business. It was a never-failing resource. 

A happy thought came to him. He would call up the 
road and see his cousin, George Amsden. 

George was standing at the kitchen door, enjoying one ot 
the doughnuts his mother had just cooked. He heard the 
well-known whistle. 

“Fred is coming, mother,” said George. 
whistle.” 

Fred quickly appeared, his cheeks puffed out with 
whistling, about as large as his pockets stuffed with nuts. 

“QO Fred!” exclaimed George. “Glad you’ve come. I 
have the nicest nut-trees to show you in the hollow, back of 
the barn.” 

“Nuts? My pockets are full of them, George.” 

“Nonsense, Fred. Mine will beat those all out of sight. 
Come behind the barn.” 

So away they went, scampering through the open barn 
door, past the great hay-mows and the big-eyed oxen in the 
stalls, and out again by a door in the rear. There were the 
trees! Whatbig ones! They were taller mandarins than 
the others that Fred had visited, and with such prim, 
stately robes of yellow! 

“My!” exclaimed Fred. 
try a shake!” 

And the previous programme was repeated, the shaking, 
stoning, clubbing, infantry-firing, and so on. 

“George, I mean to empty my pockets and fill up with 
your nice nuts.” 

“ All right, Fred. I'll help you.” 

But all this took time, and to Fred’s surprise, when at 
last he looked toward the west, he saw that the sun was so 
far down behind Mount Tom that only a bit of that bright 
body was left, the last red ember of a smouldering fire. 

“Why, George,” exclaimed Fred, “I am late, sure / 
Good-night,” and abruptly as if he had been shot out of a 
pistol, off he went. 

“Which bridge?” was the important question now. 

There was the “ town-bridge,” a safe old structure with 
its stout brown beams and its broad cover like an old 
fashioned sun-bonnet. Underneath, the cool waters from 
the slopes of Mount Tom ran, rushed, leaped, and tumbled, 
making a frightful noise, but nobody crossing the bridge was 
frightened. The old bridge would hold, they knew that. 
The other bridge was the one by which the railroad crossed 
Deep River. If Fred took this, he could reach hometwenty 
minutes sooner. This bridge was about three hundred feet 
long. It spanned a deep, dark ravine, eighty feet down. 
| At the bottom of the ravine was Deep River, its voice 
hoarse and harsh like that of a man who has shouted hig- 
self husky trying to call some one to help him out of a bad 
| place. It did make you dizzy to look down from the bridge 
| at the white foaming waters. It seems to me, while I write, 
| that I am looking down over the edge of the bridge, down, 
down, and I am so fearfully afraid that I shall tumble 
| somewhere that I find I am closing my eyes. But I 
_ couldn’t tumble very far where I am, only from the chair to 
| the floor, so I guess 1 won’t try it. Beside, if I linger with 
| my eyes shut, what will become of my story? We will 
return to the bridge. 

The rails were laid on ties that were about fourteen 
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inches apart, and one could cross the bridge by stepping 
from tie to tie. This was sometimes done, but it was not 
an agreeable trip. For any timorous mortal, the gaps 
between the ties afforded uneasy glimpses of the ravine 
below. Then there was no railing at either side of the track 
to suggest security from a fall. There were sign-posts at 
either end of the bridge, with the word “ Danger |!” painted 
on them in staring letters,and a very warning sort of a 
finger lifted up. Added to these, was a threat to proeecute 
the person attempting the passage of the bridge. This, 
however, did not deter pedestrians from daily crossing this 
interesting structure. Fred was on the list of those who 
had crossed the bridge, and the element of the dangerous 
in such a venture strongly attracted him. He had now 
reached this place, and why not goover? True, his mother 
meant this bridge when she gave that final injunction, but 
would she not rather have him accomplish the paseage, it 
he could get home twenty minutes earlier by it? 

He stood meditating, and in his indecision whistled. He 
could do that any way. 

“ [ll go across,” he said. 


“ Fred, don’t!” 
Was that his mother calling? He turned uneasily about- 
Pshaw! It was nothing. Nobody was near. He stepped 


toward the bridge, and was about putting his foot on the 
first tie, when it seemed to come to him again, mother’s 
voice, clear and sharp,—" Fred-er-rtcx, don't!” There it 
was, his mother’s voice, so natural, going up, up to the 
“rick,” and then coming down—bang. “Nonsense!” said 
Fred. “Whatafooll am! It’sonly my fears. Ofcourse 
she wants me to get home early as I can. I'll go over.”’ 
He started ahead. After that, mother did not call again, 
On went Fred, carefully stepping from tie to tie. As he 
went, he looked up and down the valley of Deep River. In 
the rapidly thickening shadows of twilight—bah | it looked 
black. He did not dare to look directly down, under his 
feet. He went on with a thumping heart. He had moved 
about half-way across the bridge, when thump went his 
heart harder than ever. The express train was coming! 
There it was driving round the curve, tearing away as if 
mad, a big eyeball of red fire in the centre of its head. 

What could Fred do? Hecould not go back; there was 
no time for it. He could not finish the passage of the 
bridge, and so get out of the way. He could not step one 
side; there was not room to stand outside of the track in 
safety, and of course he couldn’t stand inside. And there 
was the train coming nearer, crashing now down upon the 
bridge, madder than ever, its eye of fire wilder and fiercer - 
than before! Why hadn’t he had his ears open and list- 
ened for its coming, instead of noticing the river, whose 
rattle and roar had fascinated him and absorbed his atten- 
tion? It was of no use to speculate upon what might 
havebeen. What should Fred do then? His thoughts 
travelled faster than the express train. “I will trust God, 
and swing from the ties,” he said. So down he dropped 
between the ties, and over the great yawning abyss he 
hung, his legs dangling in the air. On crashed the express 
train. It thundered heavily along. It shook every 
oaken beam as if they had been dandelion stems. It rum- 
bled and roared across the rails, and now it was just above 
Fred. A coal from the locomotive fell upon his hand. A 
tiny cinder drifted into his eye. Another coal fell, blistering 
his hand. Then the locomotive shot ahead, and the other 
parts of the train succeeded it. Fred counted them off in 
hismind: baggage car, Adams’s express, mail car, smoking 
car, Pullman car, passenger car, passenger car—when 
would they all get by and let that dangling little body get 
up? It seemed to Fred it was the longest train that ever 
went over a bridge, and actually it was a train longer 
than usual. Beside, it ran over the bridge ata slower 
rate than across an embankment. At last, at last, all the 
train had passed, and Fred took a long breath! He raised 
himself between the ties and looked round. Ahead of 
him rushed the train, a red lantern winking savagely at 
the rear of the last car: the train, rounding a curve beyond 
the bridge, seeming like a great smoke, with spots of gold 
where the lights flashed out of the windows, 

In a little while our adventurer was safe in the road 
leading to his mother’s house. Fred made a confession to 
his mother when he reached home. Naturally, he wanted 
to get all the credit he could, especially as he felt at fault, 
and that disobedience had exposed him to the great risk he 
had incurred. As he lay in his cot-bed warming up his 
nest for the night, and watching his mother passing to and 
fro, a lamp in her hand, he called out, “ Mother!” 

“What, Fred?” 

“Don’t you think I did well to trust God and swing?” 

“Tt is right to trust God always; but I think God would 
be better pleased if you would trust him and go where you 
wouldn’t need to do any swinging.” 

That was her opinion. What do the boys and girls 
think ? 
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LESSON 8, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1877. 
Title: PAUL IN THE STORM. 


GOLDEN TEXT; Wuat time] am arratp, I with TRUST IN THEE.— 
Psa, 56: 3. 


Lesson Topic: Safety in Peril. 


{ 1. Stormy Without, v. 14.20 


Outline: U2. Calm Within, v. 21-26. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Nov. 19; Acts 27; 14-26. 
Tuesday, Nov. 20: Matt. 14: 22-33. 
Wednesday, Nov. 21: Mark 6: 47-56. 
Thursday, Nov. 22: Mark 4: 35-41. Peace, be still. 
Friday, Nov. 23: Jonah 1: 1-16. Peril on the sea. 
Saturday, Nov. 24: Psa. 107: 21-31. God in the storm. 
Sunday, Nov. 25: Psa. 46: 1-11. God our refuge. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 27: 14-26.] 

14. But not loug after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, 
called Euroclydon. 

15. And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into 
the wind, we let her drive. 

16. And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, 
we had much work to come by the boat : 

17. Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergird- 
ing the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quick- 
sands, strake sail, and so were driven. 

18. And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next 
day they lightened the ship ; 

19. And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tack- 
ling of the ship. 

20. And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, 
and no small tempest lay on ws, all hope that we should be saved 
was then taken away. 

21. But after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the midst of 
them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not 
have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 

22, And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall 
be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. 

23. For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose | 
am, and whom I serve, 

24. Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Cesar 
and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 

25. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it 
shall be even as it was told me. 

26. Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island 


Safety in peril. 
Tossed with waves 
Be not afraid. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 
Acts 27: 14. A tempestuous wind. 
mandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind. 


For he 
Psa. 107: 25. 

v.15. And when the ship was caught. Howl, ye 
ships of Tarshish, for your strength islaid waste. Isa.33: 14 
The seat of God, in the midst of the seas. Ezek. 28: 2. 


We let her drive. Thou carriest them away as with a 
flood. Psa. 90: 5, The east wind hath broken thee in the midst 
of the seas. Ezek. 27: 26-——For thou hadst cast me into the 
deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compasséd me about; 
all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. Then! said, I am 
east out of thy sight. Jonah 2: 3, 4. 


Vv. 17. And fearing lest they should fall.——Then 
fearing lest they should have fallen upon rocks, vy. 29.——And 
falling, they ran the ship aground, v. 41. 


Vv. 18. Exceedingly tossed with a tempest.——They 
reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their 
wit’send. Psa. 107: 27. 

Vv. 19. We cast out with our own hands the tack- 
ling. Yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. Job 
2: 4.——And cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the 
sea, to lightenit of them. Jonah1: 5, 


Vv. 20. Neither sun nor stars.——He sent darkness, and 
made it dark. Psa. 105; 28, 


All hope that we should be saved was taken away, 
——Behold, they say, our bones are dried and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off for our parts. .Ezek. 37: 11. 

Vv. 21. Ye should have hearkened unto me.——Paul 
admonished them, and said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this 
voyage will be with much hurt and much damage, not only of the 
lading and ship, but also of our lives. Acts 27: 9, 10, 


com 





Loosed from Crete.——And when the south wind blew 
softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing 
thence they sailed close by Crete, Acts 27: 13. 


Vv. 22. And now I exhort you to be of good cheer. 

When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lift- 

ing up: and he shall save the humble person. Job. 22: 29.—— 

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; we are per- 

plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 

down, but notdestroyed. 2Cor. 4: 8,9 I am filled with com- 
fort, I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. 2 Cor. 7: 4. 


No loss of any man’s life among you, but of the 
ship. And so itcame to pass that they escaped all safe to land. 
Acts 27: 44. 

Vv. 23. For there stood by me this night, The God 
of your father spake unto me yesternight. Gen. 31: 29. In 
Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solomon in a dream by night. 
1 Kings 3: 5. In thoughts from the visions of the night, when 
deep sleep falleth on men. ... Then a spirit passed before my 
face. Job 3: 15. And the night following the Lord stood by him, 
and said, Be of good cheer, Paul. Acts 23: 11. 

The angel of God. Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 
Heb. 1: 14. 

Whose 1 am. 
above all people. 
people. 


Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, 
Ex. 19: 5. For the Lorp’s portion is his 
Deut. 32: 9.——For the Lorp hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. Psa. 135: 4——My 
beloved is mine and I am his. Sol. Song 2: 16 and 6: 3———One 
shail say, Iam the Lorp’s. Isa. 44: 5. And they shall be my 
people. Jer. 31: 33 and 32: 38. And ye shall be my people 
and I will be your God. Ezsk, 36: 28 I will say, It is my 
people: and they shall say, The Lornp is my God Zech. 13: 9. 
And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of hosts, in that day when 
I make up my jewels. Mal, 3: 17-——For they are mine. John 
17: 9, For ye are bought with a price. 1 Cor. 6: 20——Who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people. Tit. 2: 14. But ye are 
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people. 1 Pet. 2 9—But are now the people of God. 1 Pet. 2: 10. 


And whom I serve. O Lorp, truly am I thy ser- 
vant. Psa. 116: 16——For I am thy servant. Psa. 143: 
12. For thou art my servant. I have formed thee, and 
thou art my servant. O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten 
of me. Isa. 44: 21.——-Our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us. Dan. 3: 17.——Ye servants of the most high God, come 
forth. Dan. 3: 26. Who hath sent his angel and delivered his 
servants that trusted in him, Dan. 3; 28,——Thy God whom 
thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. Dan. 6: 16. Is 
thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from 
the lions? Dan. 6: 20. If any man serve me, let him follow 
me; and where I am, there also shall my servant be. John 12: 27, 
Paul,a servant of Jesus Christ. Rom, 1: 1——Whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospelof his Son. Rom. 1: 9.——But being 
now made free from sin, and become servants to God. Rom. 6: 22, 

I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 
conscience. 2 Tim. 1: 3.-—~And the servant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all men. 2 Tim. 2: 24——Paula 
servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ. Tit. 1: 1, 


V. 24. Fear not, After these things the word of the 
Lorp came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; | 
am thy shield. Gen. 15: 1. I am God, the God of thy father: 
fear not to go down. Gen. 46: 3. And Elijah said unto her, 
Fear not, go and do, 1 Kings 17: 138 And he answered, Fear 
not: for they that be for us are more than they that be with them. 
2 Kings 6: 16, Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Isa. 41: 10. 

Fear not; for I have redeemed thee. Isa 43: 1. Fear not, 
for I am with thee. Isa. 43: 5.——And fear not them which kill 
the body ; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Matt. 10: 28, 


V. 25. I believe God.——God is not a man that he should 
lie. Numb. 23: 19. Believe in the Lorp your God, so shall ye 
be established ; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 2 Chron. 
20: 20. And blessed is she that believed. Luke 1: 45. He 
staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God: and being fully persuaded 
that what he had promised, he was able also to perform. Rom. 
4: 20,21.——I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 1 have committed unto him 
against that day. 2Tim.1: 12. 


v.26. A certain island. And when they were escaped, 
then they knew that the island was called Melita. 





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


It having been determined to send Paul to Italy, he, with 
other prisoners, was placed in charge of a centurion named 
Julius, and sailed from Cwsarea, taking a vessel of Adramyt- 
tium. Touching at Sidon, and intending to touch at the 
several ports of Asia, contrary winds forced them to hug the 
opposite shore of Cyprus; after passing which they came to 
Myra, in Lycia. There they re-embarked in a ship of Alex- 
andria, bound for Italy, and sailed slowly, taking several days 
to arrive off Cnidus, passing close to the shore of Crete, with 
much difficulty, and landing on the island at Fair Havens, 
the port of Lasea. Here Paul advised to remaip for the 
winter; but the centurion followed the advice of the master 








and owner of the ship, who decided to sail for Phenice, a port 
some forty miles farther west. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


REVISED TRANSLATION, 


(14.) But notlong after there struck against it a tempestu- 
ous wind which is called Euraquilo: (15.) and the ship 
being swept on by it and unable to face the wind, we yielded 
to it and drifted on. (16.) And running under a certain 
small island called Clauda, we were able with difficulty to get 
control of the boat: (17.) and having hoisted it up, they 
made use of helps, undergirding the ship: and fearing lest 
they should be thrown into the Syrtis, they lowered the sail, 
and so they drifted. (18.) And as we were violently tempest- 
tossed, on the following day, they began to lighten the ves- 
sel; (19.) and on the third day with their own hands they 
threw over the furniture of the ship. (20.) And as for 
several days neither sun nor stars appeared, and no slight 
tempest was pressing upon us, at last all hope that we should 
be saved was being taken away. (21.) And as there was a 
long abstinence from food, then Paul, standing forth in the 
midst of them, said, Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened 
unto me, and not set sail from Crete, and [so] have spared 
yourselves this rude violence [of the sea] and damage. (22, 
And now I exhort you to be of good courage ; for there will 
be no loss of a life among you, but [only] of the ship. (23.) 
For there stood by me on this night an angel of the God 
whose I am, whom also I serve, (24.) saying, Fear not, Paul: 
thou must stand before Cesar; and lo, God hath granted to 
thee all those that sail with thee. (25.) Wherefore be of 
good courage, ye men ; for I believe God, that it shall so be 
even as it hath been spoken unto me: (26.) but we must be 
thrown upon a certain island, 


NOTES. 


The result of Paul’s plea before Festus and Agrippa was a 
conviction on their part of his innocence of any crime, so 
that but for his appeal to the emperor, he might be at once 
set at liberty. The apostle’s appeal, therefore, was part of 
the chain of providence that was to draw him to Rome, 
which he was destined to see, though not in the way that he 
had long wished. He was, accordingly, put on board of a 
vessel belonging to Adramyttium, a sea-port of Mysia on 
the eastern coast of the Mzean Sea; the vessel evidently 
was bound homeward, and her course lay, therefore, on the 
natural route from Cesarea to Italy. Running along the 
southern coast of Asia Minor, they reached Myra on the 
southern coast of Syria, the town lying two or three miles 
inland. Here Paul was put on board of an Alexandrian 
merchant-ship bound for Italy, whose course, therefore, 
would naturally lie across the southern part of the Aigean. 
They started from Myra probably early in September, and 
kept on their course westward to the peninsula of Cnidus, a 
distance of about one huadred and thirty geographical miles. 
With a fair wind this would have been accomplished in a 
single day: adverse winds made it a voyage of several days. 
From Cnidas, instead of continuing directly westward, they 
ran south to Salmone, on the eastern end of Crete, and pass- 
ing round coasted along the southern shore of the island to 
Fair Havens. The dangerous season for navigation in these 
seas—a period extending from the beginning of October to 
March—had now arrived; and Paul advised the centurion 
to remain here, and not risk the perils of further navigation 
at this season. His advice, though no doubt courteously 
listened to, was not followed, and they again put to sea for 
the harbor of Phonix, some forty miles further on. But 
their hopes and plans met a speedy and rude check. A 
violent hurricane or whirlwind (a “ typhonic” wind, whose 
whirling creates the vortices of a typhoon) struck resistlessly 
against the ship, and brought all to the verge of destruction. 

Verse 14.—Not long after : soon after leaving Fair, Havens. 
— Against it: that is, against the ship. The gender of the 
Greek pronoun leads many to render this “down from it,” 
namely, from the island. But the construction would be very 
harsh, and with the generic word for “ship” in his mind, 
the writer might have employed the pronoun in the 
gender here given to it.—Euraquilo: that is, north eastern, 
indicating the direction from which the stormcame. This 
reading is better attested by the early manuscripts than the 
received reading Euroclydon, which is a finer sounding word ; 
and which, as in no way likely to have taken the place of 
the other, may very probably be the true reading. Its 
meaning seems to be “a surge-raising east wind.” 

Verse 15.—The ship was seized and swept on by this, and 
unable to face, literally, look in the eye, the wind. The 
expression may stand in relation to the familiar ancient 
custom of painting an eye on each side of the prow of their 
vessels.— Drifted : literally, went rushing on: or, taken pas- 
sively, were borne, were driven on. 

Verse 16.—Clauda, or Claude, or Cauda, 
Ptolemy calls it Clawdos. its name has been corrupted into 
Gozzo. It lies a few miles south from the Cretan coast. 
Running under the lee of this little island, and thus 


The geographer 
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having some twelve or fifteen miles of smoother (though still 
far from smooth) water, they availed themselves of it to hoist 
the boat into the vessel (that they might have it to betake 
themselves to in case of necessity), and (v. 17) by the help 


of ropes, chains, etc., (helps,) to undergird the ship. This was 


done either by passing the ropes under the bottom of the 
ship and fastening them on the deck, or by running them 
horizontally around the body of the ship from the stern to 
the prow. Whatever was the mode, the purpose was to 
strengthen the vessel, and keep her from foundering by the 
violence of the sea. This precaution was all the more neces- 
sary as they feared being stranded upon the Syrtis. This was 
the “ Syrtis Major,” a large bay on the African coast, which 
from its numerous shoals and quicksands took the name of 
the “Great Syrtis,” or quicksand: it lay southwest from 
Crete, and the sailors knew their liability to be driven into it 
by aprolonged north-east storm. The other, or Lesser Syrtis, 
on the African coast, was too far west to be now an object of 
dread. The rendering “ quicksands” of the received version 
is quite inadequate. It was this special “Syrtis,” always 
dreaded by seamen, which inspired their terror.— They 
lowered : or relaxed, loosened the sail ; literally, loosened, or 
lowered the gear. It is quite uncertain what is the precise 
reference. If they took down all their sails and drifted 
under bare poles before a north-east storm, they would natu- 
rally take precisely the direction of the Syrtis which they 
dreaded. They probably took down all the sail that was 
not needed to steady the vessel, and, turning the head of the 
vessel as close to the wind as possible, were so driven on. 


Verse 18.— Violently storm-tossed ; the tempest raged with 
unabated fury.—Began to lighten the ship : literally, went to 
make a casting forth of the less necessary contents of the 
ship, including, probably, a part of her cargo. 

Verse 19.— With their own hands: marks the eagerness 
with which all took hold of the work: the furniture, the 
tackling, not merely the superfluities; everything that could 
be spared went overboard. The ship was probably dis- 
covered to be leaking—one of the dangers to which ancient 
ships, on account of their inferior style of architecture, were 
more exposed than our modern vessels. 


Verse 20.—Under the continued obscuration of sun and 
stars and the unremitting violence of the storm (lying upon, 
pressing upon us), at last, or henceforth, all hope of safety 
was being taken away,—not absolutely (as our version and 
most of the commentators) and utterly taken away. The 


imperfect tense implies that hope was abandoning, but had not 
utterly left them. 


Verse 21.—Abstinence from food: partly from the difficulty 
of preparing it in the storm: still more, perhaps, from disin- 
clination to eat, through anxiety and despair.—Stood forth in 
the midst of them: in a way, clearly, that commanded their 
attention. His reference to their former disregard of his 
advice is not so much for the purpose of rebuke, or censure 
of them, as, by reminding them of his former unheeded 
counsel, to secure attention to and confidence in what he has 
now to say to them. As they before disregarded his words, 
let them not now repeat the error. His previous counsel 
had probably been in part, at least, from divine suggestion. 
Rude violence: outrage, wanton buffeting, as it were, of winds 
and waves. 

Verses 22-26.—The needed rebuke prepares the way for 
encouragement. Undoubtedly Paul’s whole manner had 
given him much influence with the centurion and with the 
men, an influence greatly strengthened by the recollection of 
his unheeded advice, and the disasters that had followed. 
He now speaks authoritatively. The god under whose 
direction he has commenced his journey to Rome, has ap- 
peared to him with special instructions, and assured him that 
the ship indeed, but no life, will be lost. Whether the angel 
appeared in a vision or a dream, we cannot, perhaps, deter- 
mine. The appearance was such that Paul knew that the 
communication was from God. The spiritual sense was in all 
such cases as well assured of the reality of the divine pres- 
ence, as men ordinarily are of the evidence of their senses.— 
Paul was to stand before Cesar: he, therefore, was not to 
perish in the storm, and for his sake (God hath graciously 
vouchsafed unto thee) the lives of his fellow-voyagers and the 
crew were to be spared. It was much to say: but God had 
authorized him to say it. Not in Casar’s spirit, but with a 
far better assured confidence than that of Cwsar, he could 
say, ‘‘ Fear not, ye carry God’s apostle.”—J believe: and the 

“mness of the manner probably convinced the men that he 

1 good reason for believing. The revelation had been 
somewhat minute. It had informed him of the precise final 
catastrophe. The men no doubt plucked up heart, and bat- 
tled with the storm with fresh resolution. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV, NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verse 14.— Not long after. A soft south wind had been 
blowing. It was what the seamen wished. They thought 
they had obtained their purpose. A favorable breeze filled 


| was changed. We little know what is coming. Smiles may 
soon be drowned in tears, and the sunshine of hope be 
eclipsed by the night of despondency. Let us not trust in 
appearances, but in God, who rules over all. Let us spread 
/our sails to the soft south wind, and enjoy it while it 

blows, but be ever ready for the storm, trusting during both 
| fair and foul weather in God atone. In the Mediterranean a 
| soft south wind is often the precursor of a gale. Let us not 
suppose the fair weather will last, but be prepared for any 
| sudden change. 





Euroclydon. It arose, but not unbidden, uncontrolled. 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth,. . . but thou canst not 
| tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth.” So it appears to 
|us. But God knows the whence and the whither; and the 
wind “listeth” not but as he bids. Natural laws do not 
exclude the presence and control of the God of nature. 
| Because he has methods of working, he does not therefore 
abstain from working. Winds, adverse or favorable, all 
work the will of our loving Father. This storm came to 
Paul’s ship. Some may think it strange that a special provi- 
dence was not exercised towards a vessel which carried so 
honored a servant of God on a mission to which he was 
specially appointed. In this signal instance, no miracle was 
wrought to save the ship; as if to teach us not to expect 
miracles in the ordinary course of events. The children of God 
are mingled with the people of the world, and are subjected to 
the same physical influences. Thus vessels are wrecked, and 
railway cars are smashed, in which godly persons, useful 
ministers, devoted missionaries travel. Let us not think it 
strange. It is not God’s plan to make a broad distinction in 
outward circumstances between the righteous and the wicked 
in the present life. The tares and wheat grow together until 
the harvest. But meanwhile, for the righteous, Euroclydon 
is as helpful as the soft south wind, for “all things work 
together for good,” etc. Storms and difficulties are no disproof 
that we are doing God's work, just as this storm was no 
evidence that Paul was not in the path of duty. 

Verse 15.—When we find it impossible to “bear up into 
the wind,” to face the storm and overcome the waves, we 
must let our vessel “drive.” We may feel, “I have done my 
best, but the wind is too strong and the waves too violent, 
I can no longer confront them ; so, confiding still in God, I 
will suffer and wait, knowing that while seeming to be 
‘driven’ helplessly along, he is watching over me, and that 
wherever I may be driven, on to the rocks or into some haven 
of rest, all is well!” 

Verse 16.—Much work to come by the boat. The boat which 
was towed behind the larger vessel was essential for use and 
safety. In the storm it was in danger of being swamped, so 
they had to take it on board, but in consequence of the violence 
of the waves, this was attended with much difficulty. But 
they did it. So in storms which visit us, there are precautions 
to be used, and special efforts to be made, which must not be 
neglected. It is cowardly to yield to indolent despair. The 
storm should rouse us to special energy. We must not rely 
on divine protection while neglecting any methods of safety 
which he has put within our reach. So in all spiritual 
dangers. There are things to be done for the safety of the 
soul in times of temptation, which require fortitude, toil, 
perseverance ; and if we value our salvation, we must “strive” 
and “labor,” and not let any means of succor drift away from 
us, and be lost, but take it on board and keep it safe, although 
we may have “ much work to come by the boat.” 


Verse 17.— Undergirding the ship. The timbers werestrained 
by the pressure of the wind on the mast, and the tossing of the 
waves, and so, to prevent fatal leakage, ropes were fastened 
around the ship. Our frail vessel is often so tossed in the 
storms of sorrow and temptation that the planks would soon 
part asunder if we did not“ use helps, undergirding the ship.” 
God gives us many “ helps” in the means of grace,—the Scrip- 
tures, prayer, the advice and sympathy of Christian friends, 
public and private worship. When in special danger, let us 
use special “ helps,” and by methods sometimes out of sight, 
applied to the secret thoughts of the heart, “ undergirding the 
ship.” 

The quicksands. Let us beware of the Syrtis. When 
Euroclydon blows on one side, there is often the quicksand 
on the other. Trouble drives us toward unbelief,—-privation 
of lawful pleasure towards indulgence in unlawful,—peril 
towards wrong methods of escape—poverty, sickness, bereave- 
ment, towards murmuring and a rebellious will. Let usdo as 
those sailors did, not (as our version seems to imply) by 
allowing ourselves to be driven upon the very danger to be 
avoided, but by lowering the gear, taking down the sails and 
cordage suited only for fair weather; making the ship light 
and trim, hoisting only a storm-sail, and so, head up towards 


avoiding the quicksand. How difficult! 


waves are breaking, how shall we escape either foundering 








the wind, bowing the sea, both braving the tempest and | , - 
We know not | 84y in truth, “ Whose I am, and whom I serve. 

our perils or our weakness while we only have fair weather. | Verse 24.—Fear not, Paul. Then even the stout-hearted 

But when furious winds are driving against rocks and shoals, | Paul was sometimes afraid. He had already been assured he 

when our vessel is approaching a lee shore on which the should bear testimony at Rome (23: 11). But when the 

storm came he began to doubt. 

while we face the gale, or being dashed in pieces if we flee Christ in the Imperial City, and now was fearing this 


stances, despite all efforts of the crew. But no Christian will 
suffer shipwreck if, resolutely turning away from sin and 
facing the storm of trial, he calls upon God. He will be 
enabled to sail close to the wind, and, braving difficulty, make 
even Euroclydon subserve his safety, and so escape the 
Syrtis. 

Verses 18, 19.— They lightened th: ship. It was wise to 
throw overboard whatever increased their danger. The 
tackling was in itself very useful and valuable. Still more so 
was the wheat which they cast out afterwards (v. 38). But 
it would_have been folly to lose the ship itself and all in it. 
and their own lives, in the vain endeavor to keep the tackling 
and wheat. So we must be willing to give up whatever 
endangers the soul. There may be pleasures, companions, 
pursuits, which for some reasons and at some times may be 
very valuable. But if ever the retention of them becomes a 
hindrance in the way of duty, we must cast them away rather 
than risk our salvation. ‘ He that loveth father or mother, 
son or daughter, more than me, is not worthy of me. What 
is a man profited if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?” 


Verse 20.—No smali tempest. It is often the case with the 
followers of Christ that “neither sun nor stars for many days’’ 
appear, and ‘no small tempest” lies upon them; when the 
landmarks are obscured and the signs in the heavens with- 
drawn ; when the vessel is driven we know not whither, and 
no ordinary winds and waves assail our quivering barque. 
According to human judgment there may be no prospect of 
deliverance. Death, or what is worse, ruin and disgrace, seem 
inevitable, and all hope of being saved istaken away. God's 
people in every age have gone through such experiences. It 
is no strange thing. There may be shipwreck of all earthly 
good,—of everything but faith, conscience and heaven; but 
also it may be that in the darkest hour deliverance may come. 
All hope of earthly safety may be taken away; but the hope 
of heavenly salvation remains, and the assurance of the 
constant presence of our Saviour and God. 


Verse 21.— The courage of Christian faith. The crew were 
jisheartened. All on board seemed disheartened with fear 
as well as weak by long abstinence. No regular meals had 
been possible. Hearts and hands were paralyzed. Then Paul 
the prisoner came to the front—the noblest spirit of them all 
—the true commander. What an impression his calmness, 
wisdom, and courage made on them all, so that they willingly 
obeyed him! “In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence.” 
They who trust in God should always be the bravest, the 
calmest, the most hopeful and helpful in any emergency. 


Verse 22.—Be of good cheer. Yet, in spite of thick dark- 
ness, and raging winds, and foaming waves; the ungodly 
may be of good cheer in summer weather; and what do 
Christians more than others, if they are happy only amid pros- 
perity? But it is their privilege to “ bless the Lord at all 
times,”—in the storm as in the calm, knowing that in both 
“there shall no evil befall them.” The ship may be wrecked, 
but not themselves; the body may suffer sickness, accident, 
death; but the soul that for a time takes passage in it shall 
suffer no harm. “ They shall never perish.” 


Verse 23.—The angel of God. The old promise was veri- 
fied, “‘ He shall give his angels charge concerning thee,” and 
“the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him.” Paul did not know where he was as they were 
driven up and down, and the captain was unable to point out 
their position on the chart; but the angel of God knew where 
they were. The winds and waves were boisterous, and no boat 
could reach them ; but the angel of God; in spite of the tem- 
pest, came on board. Paul was mixed up with the rest of 
the ship’s company, and, as a prisoner, would not be in the 
most honorable part of the ship; but the angel of God 
singled him out and stood beside him in the night. So 
the angels of God can always visit his children ; for he, who 
is the Lord of angels, is always with us. “ Yea, though I 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there thy hand 
shall hold me.” As Jesus beheld his disciples when toiling 
amid the waves of Galilee, and walked to them across the 
waters, so he sends his angels, and comes himself, to all his 
storm-tossed followers. 

Whose Iam, and whom I serve. This is what all of us 
should be able to say. I belong to God, because he made 
me, sustains me, redeemed me. This, whether I recognize 
his property in me or not. Let us also be his by actual 
personal surrender. ‘“ Whosel am.” We are never truly his 
untel we cease to be our own; cease to pursue our own 
fancies, work our own will, please our own lusts, and 
instead of this serve God: taking pains to know his will, and 
then to do it—in all things, at all times, cheerfully and with 
all our heart. Whether we are rich or poor, in prosperity or 
adversity, matters nothing compared with this,—being able to 


He had longed to preach 


their sails, as they proceeded on their course. But soon all| before it? Many a gallant ship has perished in such circum- | would never be. Even he needed a repeated assurance, No 
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wonder our faith sometimes fails. 
** Fear not.” 


Them that sail with thee. For the sake of Paul, all his 
fellow-passengers were to be rescued. It was not a mere 
chance. God gave them deliverance for the sake of his 
servant, and so the angel said that they were given to Paul 
himself. So ten righteous men would have saved Sodom. 
The wicked little know what blessings come to them for the 
sake of those whom they sometimes scorn and hate. Blessings 
come on families, town, nations, for the sake of the righteous 
few. ‘ Ye are the salt of the earth.” 


Verse 25,—" I believe God.” Let us say this amid abound- 
ing atheism. There are many in these days who are saying 
“there is no God,” no personal, active, governing Creator, but 
only physical forces and phenomena, under the rule of 
physical and necessary laws. In the storm they believe only 
in the winds and the waves, and can explain how it is the 
gale is blowing and the vessel being wrecked. It is a grand 
privilege to recognize above all laws, working in and by them, 
the Universal Ruler, who is also our Father, and to say, “I 
believe God.” Let us say this amid overwhelming sorrows. 
No matter how wild the storm, he is controlling it, and will 
make it work our good. However perplexing, disappointing, 
distressing, though while the tempest rages we can see no 
glimmer of either sun or stars, still let us say “I believe 
God.” When there is no visible method of escape, he can 
bring deliverance. What is impossible with men is possible 
with God. “It shall be even as it was told me.” The lives 
of all his servants are as safe as Pani's till their allotted task 
is completed. God intended that he should stand before Cesar, 
and so the storm could not drown him. “Man is immortal 
till his work is done.” God knows what he has appointed for 
all his servants; and till this is accomplished, their lives and 
all things needful are secure. 

Verse 26.—Howbeit . . . a certain island. There will be 
deliverance along with trial. Paul was to be saved from 
death in the storm: howbeit, he was to be cast on a certain 
island. All the children of God are safe in their Father's 
care; howbeit, on some island or other they must be cast; in 
our way we must expect hardships, toils, and trials: “ we 
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom.” 

GOLDEN TEXT. 


“ What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee.” Thus Noah, 
when the flood burst forth and he was tossed in the ark ; thus 
Abram, when he went forth a wanderer in a strange land; 
thus Moses before Pharaoh ; thus Elijah, when he met Ahab ; 
thus David when confronting Goliath and when persecuted by 
Saul; thus Daniel among the lions; thus Paul in the storm; 
and thus the children of God in all ages have spoken in the 
storms of trial and in the prospect of death. There are times 
when the stoutest heart may fear. There are no times when 
the weakest and most timid believer in God should fear. 
“ If God be for us, who can be against us?” The natural fear 
that drives us to our Strong Refuge results in a surer confi- 
dence than any mere physical bravery can boast. ‘ When I 
am weak, then am I strong.” Christ's “little ones” may say, 
“T will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” 


But what can preserve those from fear who have no God in 
whom they trust? To havea God in whom to hide when 
danger threatens, we should make him our home at all times. 
If we have Christ abiding in our hearts, we are prepared for 
allevents. ‘“ With Christin the vessel, we smile at the storm.” 


But God says to us also, 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
RY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


| These‘ Applications” are for the lesson “ Almost Persuaded,” 
and should have appeared in The Times of November 3. The 
“Applications” for the lesson “ Paul in the Storm” were 
printed in that number by mistake, and may be referred to 
there —Tue Eprror,} 


For these causes the Jews . . . went about to kill me (v. 21). 
“ These causes’’ were his showing to Jews and Gentiles that 
they were sinners, and that they ought to repent and give 
proof of their repentance. This was ground enough for their 
hostility. Evil-doers never like to have their faults pointed 
out or rebuked. They have no objection to preaching, pro- 
vided it is not directed against their favorite sins. But if 
they are more ready to pray than to pay tithes, if they cheat 
in their business, if they sell liquor or drink it, if they gamble 
or smoke cr dance or go to the theatre,—and their minister 
has anything to say on that subject, they “wish he would 
preach the gospel, and not be meddling with things that don't 
concern him.’ Even if they do not go about to kill him, 
they will, if possible, destroy his influence, and they will look 
upon him as an enemy. 

Having . . . obtained help of God, I continue (v. 22). It 
matters little what opposition we have from the world; if 
God helps 1s, we shall stand. “God and one man are always 
a majority.” Wecan do nothing without God's help. We 
cannot study or teach, work or rest, live or die, toa good 
purpose, unless God enables us thereto. By his help we can 
do all things. Let us then seek that help continually. In 





every emergency or time of doubt, let our question be, not 
“Shall we have men’s help in this?” “ Will this step be 
popular ?” but, “ Will God approve this?” “ Will he give to 
us his help in its doing ?” 

Saying none other things than those which the prophets and 
Moses did soy should come (v. 22). It was not his own 
thoughts, but God's message, which Paul was declaring. No 
novelty, but the old, old story of lost man and of salvation 
by Christ, was the substance of his preaching. His plan has 
never been improved on. We are to look back, not forward, 
for the basis of all religious teaching. The truth is always 
the same. Its applications are fresh and varied. What to 
preach, was settled long ago. How to preach it, is the only 
open question for whoever is set for its declaration. 

Paul, thou art beside thyself (v. 24). There is nothing in 
which men are more likely to be charged with insanity or 
fanaticism, when they are simply in earnest, than religion. 
If a man gives himself up to money-making, or to the pushing 
of business plans, and drives at it year in and year out, he is 
‘a very enterprising fellow.” Ifhe is all carried away with 
political partisanship, he is “a wide-awake citizen.” If he 
lives for pleasure, and pursues it recklessly day and night, he 
may be called “a little fast.” Butif he is in dead earnest in his 
purpose to honor Christ and to save souls; if he feels so 
deeply, in his desire to turn his fellow men from their ruin, 
that he talks to them as if he believed what he said, he is “a 
religious enthusiast,” or “a fanatic;” and there are a great 
many people who “ don’t see why a Christian should make a 
fool of himself.” It is better, however, to be thought crazy 
because of one’s religious enthusiasm, than to be so little 
concerned about Christ and his salvation as to never seem 
excited on the subject. 


I... speak forth the words of truth and soberness (v. 25). 
Nothing is truer, nothing more timely, nothing more sensible, 
than the declaration that man is a sinner, and that Christ is 
the Saviour. Men may call this declaration false or unrea- 
sonable, but that does not change its nature. He who 
presses it ought to do so in the conviction that it is worthy 
of the attention and the acceptance of all. The sneers and 
scofis of those who hear it, whether of men of science or of 
depraved and hardened reprobates, ought not to cause the 
Christian believer to waver in the assurance that the words of 
the gospel are those “of truth and soberness.” 

King Agrippa . . . I know that thou belrevest (v. 26). If a 
man believes a thing already, it is folly to waste time in 
arguing before him thatit istrue. Yet there is a great deal of 
time lost in this way, by preachers, and teachers, and conven- 
tion speakers. There are thousands of sermons written to 
prove the truth of statements which the hearers of those 
sermons believed before the sermons were preached—whether 
they believe them afterwards or not. Teachers often spend 
their time in proving to their classes truths which thescholars 
never doubted. And oh, how many convention speakers use 
up precious time in arguing to zealous Sunday-school workers, 
that there is an advantage in Bible study, or that a Sunday- 
school is a good thing, or that teachers ought to be godly and 
devoted! How much time would be saved if more persons 
would imitate Paul in the sensible declaration, in place of a 
long-winded argument in behalf of an accepted truth—‘I 
know that thou believest.” 

Both almost and altogether (v. 29). 
half-way work in religion. If salvation is not complete, it is 
not worth anything. He who is not wholly saved is utterly 
lost. The man slipping over the brink of a precipice who 
almost held his footing, or who, walking on the railroad track, 
almost escaped being run over by the passing train, is as 
surely destroyed as if he had been clearly doomed from the 
beginning. An impenitent and unbelieving scholar in the 
Sunday-school, or regular pew-holder in the sanctuary, or 
kind-hearted brother or husband or child in our own home, 
may seem “almost” within the fold of Christ; but if he is 
not “altogether” there, he has still no well-grounded hope of 
salvation, and is without God in the world. Would to God 
that all whom we love or know were not only almost but 
altogether at peace with God through loving trust in his Son! 


There is no safety in 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In the storm! Were you ever out in a great storm? How 
the wind roared and the cold rain came driving in your face! 
Were you ever at the sea-shore when there wasa storm? Did 
you hear the roar, and see the great angry waves come 
dashing on the beach? But suppose you were out in a ship, 
far trom land, in the midst of such a storm! So Paul was in 
our story for to-day. 

Where had Paul asked to be sent for trial? Where was he 
when he talked to King Agrippa? How long had Felix kept 
him bound in prison? Who was the governor when Paul 
talked before Agrippa? After they heard him, the king and 
Festus said to each other, “ This man doeth nothing worthy 
of death or of bonds.” The king said more: that he “ might 
have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed to Cmsar.” A 
centurion was appointed to take Paul and other prisoners to 





Rome. They started from Cesarea on a ship, sailing near to 
the shore. 

Show on the map the course of the ship. It is not needful, 
however, to give to the primary class a// the places mentioned 
in the first part of the chapter. But the teacher can point 
out, or trace on the board, the general course of the journey. 


They went slowly, for the wind was against them; and 
after a few days they stopped at a town on the coast, where 
they found a large ship loaded witt grain, going to Rome to 
carry wheat from the country of Egypt. The centurion took 
on board his charge of prisoners and soldiers. Two of Paul's 
Christian friends went with him ; one of them was Luke, who 
wrote the story, and has told us just how the ship sailed, what 
they did in the storm, and all that Paul said. The ship 
sailed slowly, it was very heavy. What was it loaded with? 
There were a great many people on board, and with so many 
on such a long voyage there must have been a great deal of 
baggage and great supplies of food. It took a number of 
sailors to manage such a great ship. There were the centu- 
rion and his company of soldiers, with their prisoners in 
charge; perhaps there were other passengers besides Paul's 
two friends. In all, counting every one, there were two 
hundred and seventy-six people on board the great, old- 
fashioned ship. The wind was against them ; it was getting 
late in the fall, almost winter, and dangerous sailing. 


Show on the map where they went into a place called Fair 
Havens, on the coast of an island, and found some shelter 
from the stormy winds under the shadow of some tall rocks. 
Paul said they ought to stay in the harbor; but why should 
the captain and owner of a ship take advice from a prisoner 
on board in chains? There was a better harbor, scarcely 
forty miles from Fair Havens, on the same island ; and when 
the south wind blew softly, and all seemed fair, the captain 
gave orders to loose the ship and sail away. They had gone 
only a little way through the beautiful blue sea when sud- 
denly there came rushing and roaring a terrible tempest of 
wind. The great ship was whirled through the furious waves, 
and it was hard tor the sailors to manage it atall. They 
took down the sails, and did everything they could to make 
the ship safe; for the strong timbers creaked and groaned as 
they were strained in the great waves that rose up and lifted 
them high. 

If the teacher has time for a description of sailors in a 
storm, it will be best to use the one found in Psalm 107: 
23-30. There were dangerous places called quicksands on 
the southern coasts, and the sailors were afraid of being carried 
there by the wind. The tempest grew to be a settled storm. 
The next day they threw out whatever heavy things they 
could spare, hoping that if they lightened the ship they might 
steer it better. The third day the passengers had to help 
work. Luke says,‘‘ We cast out with our own hands the 
tackling of the ship.” Everything they could spare was 
thrown overboard,—baggage, rigging, masts, anything that 
could help to save the vessel,—for that was their only hope. 

Those were anxious days: storm, cold, wind, clouds, not a 
ray of sunshine, the sky like lead and the sea black and 
dark ; nights of fear with not one twinkling star; no regular 
times for food or sleep—for who could prepare food, or eat in 
comfort, or rest in peace, in a vessel tossed in thestorm, leaking 
perhaps, likely at any moment to be sunk in the sea or dashed 
on unknown rocks? They were all afraid except one; the 
happiest man in all the ship’s company was a prisoner chained 
and guarded. Perhaps his two friends were not much afraid, 
for Luke was not too frightened to see and remember and tell 
exactly everything that was done. It was Paul’s voice that 
spoke in the midst of the gloomy crowd on deck: “ Sirs, ye 
should have hearkened unto me.” They were glad then to 
hearken: in the midst of the sound of wind and waves, the sigh 
of the strained ropes and creaking of the ship, it was good to 
hear astrong, clear voice saying, ‘‘ Beof goodcheer.” Hetalked 
like aman who was sure of what he said: “ There shall be 
no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship.” How 
did Paul know? Those heathen soldiers and sailors soon 
learned, for Paul told them: “ There stood by me this night 
the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve.” How glad 
Paul was everywhere to tell of his Lord and Master, above all 
captains, or centurions, or any earthly power! How glad 
always to say he served him! It was no heathen God that 
he talked about. The sailors knew he meant no unknown 
God, no dumb idol on a stone altar, no marble image on 
tower or temple, but a true living God who knew his servant 
was in danger, who could send his angel to cheer him; the 
God for whom Paul risked his life, who knew exactly on 
what wave of the great stormy sea to send his angel to com- 
fort him. 

Paul told them what the angel had said: “Fear not, 
Paul, thou must be brought before Cesar, and lo! God hath 
given thee all them that sail with thee.” Had not Paul 
prayed in those dark hours? He knew his prayers had been 
heard. It was with a loud, hopeful voice that he told them 
again, “ Sirs, be of good cheer, for I believe God, that it shall 
be even as it was told me.” He did not promise that any- 
thing except their lives should be saved, for he said, “ We 
must be cast on a certain island.” 

These are only the facts which can be told to the children. 
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How to add interest in giving them, ingenious teachers will 
find out for themselves. If you can get a picture of aship in 
great danger in the midst of a storm at sea, use it; but save 
the picture of utter wreck until next week. Some teachers 
will put on the board in colorsascene which may add interest ; 
some may make a rude pasteboard model of such a ship as 
Paul was in; and some may use a toy ship, though one of our 
modern toys would give a poor idea of the ancient vessel with 
its strange load. You may tell of ropes, anchors, masts, and 
show the means they used to try to save themselves, in any 
way by which you can make the story real. But these are all 
side-lights to show the main point to be taught,—Paul in the 
storm. 

Why was Paul not afraid? Even before the angel came, 
what had he to comfort him, to make it certain that he should 
not perish on this voyage? Who came to him in the castle 
prison the nigat after he was before the councilin Jerusalem? 
When he said twice to the ship’s company, “‘ Be of good cheer,” 
no wonder there was a brave clear ring in the sound; for he 
was repeating what the Lord had said to him in danger. He 
knew he was to testify for Christ in Rome, and he was sure 
it was not his Lord's will that he should be drowned in that 
cold, stormy sea. There was another reason why he was not 


afraid. Write it on the board, and try to write it in every 
heart. Tell the children it will be a sure strong anchor to 


hold the soul in every storm in life. Paul said, J believe God. 
That was why Paul felt so safe. That is why David said the 
words of our golden text. 

Do you believe God? You may think he could help David 
and Paul in their great troubles, but that he does not notice 
the little fears and trials of little children. He will not send 
an angel now to tell you to be of good cheer; but he has 
done more for you, for he has given you all these stories of 
his help and all his promises of love and care. He knows 
every time you are afraid or in trouble; andif you will only 
trust him, he will always help and comfort you. Can little 
children believe and trust him as Paul did? Only a few 
weeks ago, in a storm on Long Island, a steamer was wrecked 
on a rock far ont from the shore. It seemed for hours as if 
the very next wave would dash them all in pieces, and the 
passengers were anxious and afraid. In the noise of the 
storm, some of the passengers heard singing, and there they 
found a little boy with his life-preserver on, close by his 
mother’s side, singinga hymn. They had done all they could, 
and patiently trusted God for the rest. Another mother and 
child joined with them, and the sweet hymns and promise 
texts that were in their hearts made them calm and trustful 
in all that dreadful night. Help came; they were all safely 
put on another vessel. See how the example of children can 
help others, like Paul’s good cheer. After they were safe, 
they sang again, and other voices joined; and many gave 
praise and thanks to him who sent them help and deliverance 
from danger. Cannot you always so trust him? 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT, 
MAP. 


Part 1. 

After leaving Fair Havens 
for Phenice, it was struck by the (north-east) tempest and 

| driven south-west, till, running under (that is, along the 
lee or south shore of) Clauda, they were able to strike | 
sail, and (probably hoisting a storm-sail with which to | 
bear up against the wind) were driven west by north | 


toward Melita. 
acl 


Show the course of the ship. 


Tossed by the tempest—cargo and tackling thrown over- 
board—-neither sun nor stars for many days—all hope taken 
away—Paul, the Christian prisoner stands forth in the 
midst with an assurance from his God. 











Part 2, 
PAUL'S CONFESSION. 
Wuose I am, | 
Gop: AND | 
Wuom I sERvE. 
ee 
Part 3 
1s ee re —, 
PAUL'S ASSURANCE. 
| BE OF GOOD CHEER, 
Gop's PROMISE. (V. 24.) FOR 
| I BELIEVE Gop. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Kerr From Harm.—A writer in The Congregationalist, 
some time ago, gave this forcible illustration of the safety of 
those who, while almost in the very track of danger, are yet 
free from harm because of a wise and loving design to pass 
them by: “ Sitting in the family room of a depot dwelling, a 
low rumble of an approaching express train suddenly fell 
upon the ear, growing louder and louder into a very thunder, 





as the huge and impetuous monster rushed by within a few 
feet of our chair. The building shook as by an earthquake; 
the furniture rattled as if by hands. How near, and yet how 
secure! Guided by the firm and glistening rails, the mighty 
train swept on, restrained from inflicting the ruin which it 
was quite in its power to do. Of how many of the calamities 
and sorrows of this life is it true that, guided by the unerring 
lines of God's providence, they come very near us, and yet 
touch us not, because it is not his will. ‘A thousand shall 
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it 
shall not come nigh thee.’ ” 
“ Howl, windsof night, your force combine 
Without His high behest 
Ye shall not, in the lofty pine, 
Disturb the sparrow’s nest.”’ 


SAFETY UNDER THE Cross.—According to an old fable, 
there is a tree in the East which the lightning never strikes. 
When the thunder-storm comes, the people flee to it, and are 
safe in its shelter. But the Cross is a tree that is not fabled ; 
and beneath it all nations may flee for shelter before the hot 
thunderbolts of divine wrath fall. 


CALM WITHIN.—Dr. Watts, near the close of his life, used to 
say: “ I thank God that I can lie down with comfort at night, 
not being solicitous whether I wake in this world or in 
another.” A poor Methodist soldier, whose limbs had been 
shot off at the battle of Fontenoy, exclaimed, “ I am as happy 
as I can be out of Paradise.” 


[A good illustration of calmness within, during storm and 
danger without, will be found on the first page of The 
Sunday School Times for October 20, in the story of a child 
singing hymns of trust on board the steamer Massachusetts, 
when she was wrecked in Long Island Sound.—Tne Eprror.} 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 27: 14. A tempestuous wind called Euroclydon. It 
is pretty generally agreed among the learned that the wind 
here meant is a north-east wind. The ancient 
name is still preserved in the term Tuffoone, which is now 
used by seamen in the Levant.— Bp. Pearce. 


V. 16. To come by the boat.—It seems that they were in 
danger of losing it, and for fear of so doing, drew it into the 
ship (v. 30).—Pearce. The Eastern people are wont to leave 
their skiffs in the sea, fastened to the stern of their vessels; 
as appears to have been done in this instance.—Sir J. Chardin. 


V. 20. All hope that we should be saved was taken away. 
No one who has never been in a leaking ship, in a long- 
continued gale, can know what is suffered under such circum- 
stances, the strain of both mind and body, the incessant 
demand for the labor of all the crew, the terror of the passen- 
gers, the hopeless working at the pumps, the laboring of the 
ship’s frame and cordage, the driving of the storm, the 
benumbing effect of the cold and wet, make up a scene of no 
ordinary confusion, anxiety, and fatigue. But in the present 
case these evils were much aggravated by the continual over- 
clouding of the sky, which prevented the navigators from 
taking the necessary observations of the heavenly bodies. 
When neither sun nor stars, St. Luke says, in many days 
appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, ail hope that we 
should be saved was then taken away.— Howson. 


V. 21. After long ahstinence. They had taken very little 
nourishment, as indeed is generally the case during a storm at 
sea.—Beausobre. The meaning seems to be, that they had no 
set times of eating, but had only taken short, scanty, and 
irregular meals.— Whitby. As if they were resolved not to 
eat till they knew whether they should live or die.—enry. 


Paul stood forth and said. Ceaseless toil and utter despon- 
dency had precluded the thought of food. There was among 
them but one person now capable of command. It was the 
Christian prisoner: unheeded till danger pressed; but now 
the one leading, and sustaining, and animating spirit. He 
reminds them, yet without reproaches, of their disregard of 
his warning. The remembrance might make them listen now: 
too late to avoid, but not too late to mitigate the evil_— 
Vaughan. 


V. 24. God hath given to thee (as a favor) all them that sail 
with thee. The same term is here used as in ch. 25: 11, 16, of 
Paul's being: given up as a favor to the Jews for trial at Jeru- 
salem. That was not in the plan of God. But so far from 
that, it was the plan that this ship's company should be given 
up as a favor by God to Paul. Their salvation from threatened 
death was granted in answer to Paul's prayers, as if they 
were given over to him as his property. So God will give to 
us as a favor those for whom we earnestly pray—often in 
direct and wonderful answers to prayer.—Jacobus. 


V. 25. I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 
We are taught how far the providence of God interferes in 
the accomplishment of human purposes. We are not told that 
the storm was raised on account of St. Paul, nor on account 
of any person in the ship. And yet many particular events 
were to be brought about by means of it; a barbarous 
country was to be introduced to the first light of the gospel ; 
the lives of all those who sailed with the apostle were to be 
preserved for his sake ; and for anything that appears to the 
contrary. not only the lives but the souls of many might be 
saved. Thus are the general laws of nature subservient to 
the influences of a particular providence. The wind may 
blow and the waves roll. This is the original destination of 
the Creator. But the moral as well as natural ends to which 
they may be adapted, are instances of that superintending 
care, which every day, every hour, every moment, is extended 
over our heads. A firm belief of this keeps alive the spirit of 
piety in our hearts. It tells us that we are never beyond the 


reach of Omnipotence ; we are never out of the protection of 
one, who hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, and who 
graciously permits us to call him Father.— Brewster. 





| WORK AND WORKERS. 


_— <S 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


{Information whereby this directory may be made more complete 
is specially desired, ] 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.M., in the Class-room Y.M, C. A. Hall. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
8p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p. M., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 pr. u., in 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m, inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. ™., in the Y. M.C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p. m., in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday inthe First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at 8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Il]., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a. m., in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 rp. m., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody’s Chureh. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E, Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


KANSAS STATE CONVENTION. 


A paper called The Daily Record was issued at Ottawa, 
Kan., to chronicle the proceedings of the State Sunday- 
school Convention held there October 16-18. The open- 
ing meeting was for children, and was addressed by the 
Rev. Messrs. Davidson, Burris, and Clarke, and by Father 
Paxson. The second session was occupied by county 
reports and incidental addresses. 

Mr. B. F. Jacobs, who had been chosen as conductor, 
was absent on the first day because of the death of a near 
relative ; but on the second day he arrived, and took hold 
vigorously upon the work. Teachers’-meetings, Normal 
classes, How to teach, and other practical topics, were 
taken up conversationally, and discussed with great 
interest and profit. From Mr. Jacobs’s remarks on the 
last topic this extract is taken from The Record : 

A teacher must have a divine call, and quoted Scriptures to 
prove it. But if a man is called of God to teach, then he has 
called some to be tanght by him. But you are to find your class, 
you are not simply to go to Sunday-school and wait for your class 
to come; what teachers want, is consecration to God and his work 
The child of God must cut loose from conformity with the world 
There are hundreds of Christians in Kansas like Lot in Sodom, 
Lot first looked toward Sodom, then pitched his tent toward Sodom, 
and the next thing we hear, Lot is living in Sodom, and in office, 
There are men with uncircumcised business partners, men who 
would have been earnest Christians if they had not entered inte 
politics. He told a story of his brother's children, who gathered 
around their father at the time of their mother’s funeral yesterday, 


and wished to be read to out of the book of Revelation, He then 
asked, Would your children have such comfort ? 
A third point. A teacher muststudy. It isa mistake to suppos- 





knowledge can be communicated as grain is shoveled from one 
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wagon to another. To impart instruction is a giving of yourself— 
even as it is said of Jesus, “There went virtue out of him and 
healed them all.” But you cannot give what you have not received, 
You may think that you have not much to give. Butyoucangive 
drink to thousands with a very small glass, if you only keep 
dipping. You must press close up to the Shepherd, and feed out of 
his hand, You must get the Bible in you, and then you will have 
something to give. You must find out what the Holy Spirit (not 
some commentator) teaches you there. Study the surroundings. 
There are geography, biography, pictures in the Bible, and God put 
them there. Fourth: Teachers should study themselves. Their 
appearance, their personal habits, the spirit of their lives, should be 
considered, and constant amendments made. The little boy who 
thought that the petition in the Lord's Prayer for daily bread was 
pat in so that we might have it fresh, was not far fromright. God 
puts us sometimes where we feel that we must have our spiritual 
bread fresh. Last; The teachers must pray. Prayer is com- 
munion with God. You must know what communion with God 
means. Here he told the story of tunes played in Milwaukee heard 
in Chicago, ninety miles distant, by means of the telephone, as an 
illustration of prayer. 
voice. 


The Convention was somewhat interfered with by clouds, 
rain, and mud; but a large number of persons attended 
every session. Mr. J. G. Haskell, of Lawrence, was chosen 
president; and Mr. Sanford Topping, of Ottawa, statistical 
secretary. The next session will be at Topeka, October 
17-19, 1878. 


God in heaven can hear and know your 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The Sunday-school Union of Ocean County, N. J., met 
at Toms River, October 10, 


—A Sunday-school convention was held at East Had- 
dam, Conn., on Tuesday, October 30, conducted by John 
E. Searles, Jr. 


—The Sunday-school Tabernacle Concert at Chicago will 
occur Friday and Saturday, November 16, 17, under the 
auspices of the Cook County Sunday-school Association. 


—The Sixth Sunday-school District of Illinois met in 
convention at Anna, Union County, on November 1-3. A 


good programme was prepared, and a strong force of 
workers was on hand. 


—The Sunday-school Association of Jackson County, 
Iowa, met at Maquoketa, Friday, October 19, and con- 
tinued in session three days. Despite a heavy rain, large 
numbers gathered, and the time was fully occupied. 


—A Sunday-school Convention of the First District 
Conference of German Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, will be held at St. Mark’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Thirteenth and Spring Garden Streets, 
Philadelphia, on Tuesday, November 13. 


—Paterson, N. J., is the place of meeting for the twen- 
tieth convention of the New Jersey Sunday-school Associa- 
tion. November 15-15 is the time of the meeting. The 
Rev. Drs, Vincent, Buckley, Tyng, Jr, and E. G@. Taylor 
of Providence, R. I., are among the many good workmen 
announced on the programme. 


—At a Sunday-school convention held at Sharon, Conn., 
the following Resolutions were adopted, and ordered printed 
for distribution among the scholars : 

1, That we suggest that each school appoint a Standing Com- 
mittee, whose duty it shall be to examine, expurgate, and replenish 
the library ; that this committee be appointed annually; that an 
annual appropriation be made by the church for replenishing the 
library. 

2. That we recommend the teacher’s-meeting, as a valuable 
agency for the promotion of the work of the Sunday-school. 

3. That it is exceedingly desirable that more attention be given 
to the special social study of the Bible, on the part of the whole 
church, 

4. That the churches are exhorted to consecrate themselves 
anew to the Sunday-school work, with a view to securing the 
special blessing of God upon their schools during the coming 
winter. 

5, That each Sunday-school teacher be earnestly requested to 
endeavor so to unfold the truth in every lesson, as, by the blessing 
of God, to secure the conversion of every impenitent scholar to 
Christ. 

—The annual meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Union was held in the Tabernacle, on Monday evening, 
October 22. The secretary’s report gave the statistics of 
the schools, gathered and published last spring, and re- 
viewed the work done by the Union during the year. The 
Rev. Dr. Tiffany was the first speaker. He spoke of the 
“ Possibilities of childhood.” As reported in the Brooklyn 
Eagle, he presented the child's standing, from the Bible 
standpoint, thus : 

In all the arrangements for the Children of Israel made by God, 
there was a special provision for children. They were tof be 
specially protected and taught the traths of God. It was a thing of 
paramount importance. The child of the nation was to be the 
object of special care. So all through the sacred record the fact of 
childhood, and the importance with which it was to be considered 
stands out in prominent relief. Children are everywhere in the 


thought of God, underlying the history and social relation of the 
time. Then, coming down to a later time, we find God first appear- 
ing to man as a little child, lying in the manger. When his 
apostles needed teaching, he set a little child in their midst as an 
example; and when he was about to leave the world, almost his last 
words to the most impulsive and fearless of his apostles were, ‘‘ Feed 
my lambs.” And when the crowds pressed upon him in thronging 
multitudes, and when the children would have been put aside as of 
little moment, he said, “ Suffer the little children to come unto me 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” He said to his apostles, 
“You, if you make the effort, may enter the kingdom; but the 
children belong there, and it is theirs by right.” So through all 
the teachings of God we find the side of childhood paramount and 
constantly brought forward, 
over a little babe, 
sation. 


The old and new dispensations meet 
It was the culminating glory of the old dispen- 
Glory was in a glittering star that led wondering wise 
men to—where ?—to the babe in the manger in Bethlehem. I look 
to see what is the culminating glory of the new dispensation, and 
find it is that a little child shall lead wise men to the stars. 

The Rev. Dr. Hepworth also delivered an address, and 
managers for the ensuing year were chosen. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Congregational Sunday-school of Aurora, IIL, 
maintains a teachers’-meeting, and also a normal class of 
forty members. Ata recent missionary concert, the last 
verse used, John 3: 16, was recited in eight languages by 
members of the school. 


—The Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, of Frederick 
City, Md., celebrated the days of prayer for Sunday-schools. 
In addition to a sermon and several pray er-meetings, they 
had a concert exercise bearing on the special idea of the 
day. Many scholars and teachers participated in this 
service, 


—Arrangements for observing the days of prayer for 
Sunday-schools were made with great care in the Central 
Congregational Sunday-school of Brooklyn. Printed slips 
were extensively issued, containing this appeal : 

We wish to enlist your interest in an especial manner in the days 
of Prayer for Sunday-schools, Sunday and Monday, October 28- 
29. In the past this occasion has been greatly blessed to the quick- 
ening of Christian scholars and teachers, and by the conversion of 
many. We are looking forward with longing for the time. Many 
are already praying for the special presence of our Saviour with us, 
and for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in connection with its 
services, Will not all the teachers now pray for their classes, and 
labor personally with them as never before? Will not our Christian 
scholars join us to pray for their unconverted classmates and 
friends, and speak to them of their souls’ needs, as they find 
opportunity? Shall we not all unite to pray fervently for th® 
whole school, that the voice of inquiry and the song of pardon 
may speedily be heard in the midst of us? 
favorable. 


The occasion is most 
What doth hinder that we should receive this blessing ? 
This was followed by a full outline of the services pro- 


posed, and the response to the call was all that could be 
desired. 


NORMAL CLASSES. 

—The Friends’ Bible-school, at Raysville, Ind. has 
organized its normal class for a winter campaign, They 
maintained a similar class last year. 

—Carbondale, Ill., has its normal class, under the care 
of Mr. C. W. Jerome. The class meets on the fixst and 
the third Monday evenings of each month, 


—A course of lectures before the Sunday-school teachers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools of Philadel- 
phia has just been concluded, at the Wharton Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The lecturers were H. Clay 
Trumbull, the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, the Rev. George 
A. Peltz, and the Rev. Dr. J. M. Buckley. 


PERSONAL, 

—Mr. Frank Beard delivered one of his entertaining 
“ Chalk-Talks” in the Memorial Baptist Church of Phila- 
delphia, on Monday, October 22. 

—Dr. John H. Vincent, “Bishop of Chautauqua,”. is 
announced for a series of articles in The Christian Union, 
on “Sunday-school Normal Work.” 

—The Rev. Dr. E, G. Taylor, Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, of Providence, R. I., continues his Monday night 
congregational Bible class with unabated interest. 

—Israel A. Barker, who for five years has been presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union, retires from 
that post. His successor will be chosen by the newly 
elected Board. 

—Mr. Edward Kimball, the former Sunday-school 
teacher of Mr. Moody, is spoken in a California paperas a 
“Finangelist,” because of his zeal in arousing and aiding 
churches to lift the burden of their debts. 

—After the recent Provincial Sunday-school Convention 
at Guelph, Mr. A. O. Van-Lennep extended his tour in 
Canada, and delivered lectures at Strathroy, Hamilton, 








Fergus, London, Belleville, and Toronto. 


—The Sunday-school of the Elm Street Methodist Church 
of Toronto, Can., gave a reception, on a recent Friday 
evening, to its superintendent, Mr. Warring Kennedy, who 
had just returned from a six months’ absence in Great 
Britain, 

—Dr. W. A. Niles, of Hornellsville, N. Y., is spoken of 
by a correspondent of The New York Observer as the 
man “to whom Mr. Pardee was indebted for his first idea 
of such an assembly,”—a Sunday-school institute. Now 
how many will claim to have given Dr. Niles this idea ? 


—Mr. George H. Corliss, of Providence, who built the 
great engine for the Centennial Exhibition, and who bat- 
tled so valiantly for the Sunday closing of that Exhibition, 
was a subscriber to the amount of $2,000 for the liquida- 
tion of the debt of the American Board, at the recent meet- 
ing of that body in his city. 

—Professor William G. Fischer, of Philadelphia, who led 
the great choir of the Moody and Sankey meetings, in this 
city, has been selected as musical conductor of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Convention, at Atlanta, in April 
next. He will not only do his work well, but he will so 
work as to secure the full co-operation of the singers of 
Atlanta. 


—In this fashion, The Central Baptist announces the 
departure from home of one of the Representatives in Con- 
gress from Missouri : 

Congressman elect Hon. Nathan Cole left for Washington last 
week. We but give utterance to public sentiment when we say 
he has the confidence and esteem of all parties in this city. It 
would be a happy state of affairs if Congress were made up, exclu- 
sively, of such men as Mr. Cole, He will be missod in the church 
here during his sojourn in the capital. While he is a gentleman 
of influence in political circles, he is not ashamed to be known as 
a Christian and a Baptist. We predict that his work, as the repre- 
sentative of a great people, will be well done. 


—A correspondent of The Watchman, writing from 
Northfield, Mass., has this to say of the family of Mr. 
Moody, the evangelist : 

Mr. Moody’s grandfather was a brick-mason. When he first 
came to Northfield his only possessions were the clothes he wore 
and the tools of his trade. Probably a five-dollar bill would have 
more than purchased the latter, A brother in the same busi- 
ness accompanied him. At about this same period, Rev. Eli 
Moody was pastor of the Congregational Church in the town,— 
probably a relative, though we do not find this suggested. As is 
generally known, the father of the future evangelist died when 
the latter was asmall boy, with a brother still younger and others 
older. The excellent Christian mother, a member of the Unitarian 
church in Northfield, on whose sole care the family was thrown, 
still survives, to witness what God is doing through her distin - 
guished boy. Unitarian as she is, she was not ashamed to rise 
with others at the Congregational Church to ask for the prayers of 
God’s people, on which her great son turned away his face and 
wept. The younger brother was converted during Mr. Moody’s 
labors in Northfield, and became an active Christian, but a year 
ago he suddenly fell dead. Another brother, who resides in 
another state, and was far from religious, knelt beside the casket 
at the funeral, and, raising his hands to heaven, exclaimed, 
“Henceforth, O God, I consecrate my life to thee.” Another 
brother who is stilia deacon in the Unitarian Church, has been 
converted, and is in full and active sympathy with the evangelist. 





THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION. 
By the President of the United States of America : 


A PROCLAMATION, 


The completed circle of summer and winter, seed-time 
and harvest, has brought us to the accustomed season at 
which 4 religious people celebrates with praise and thanks- 
giving the enduring mercy of Almighty God. This devout 
and public confession of the constant dependence of man 
upon the divine Father, for all good gifts of life and health 
and peace and happiness, so early in our history made the 
habit of our people, finds in the survey of the past year 
new grounds for its joyful and grateful manifestation. In 
all blessings which depend upon benignant seasons, this 
has, indeed, been a memorable year. Over the wide terri- 
tory of our country, with all its diversity of soil and 
climate and products, the earth has yielded a bountiful 
return to the labor of the husbandman. The health of the 
people has been blighted by no prevalent or widespread 
diseases. No great disasters of shipwreck upon our 
coasts or to our commerce on the seas have brought loss 
and hardship to our merchants or mariners, or clouded the 
happiness of the community with sympathetic sorrow. In 
all that concerns our strength and peace and greatness as 
a nation, in all that touches the permanence and security 
of our government and the beneficent institutions on 
which it rests, in all that affects the character and disposi- 
tions of our people and tests our capacity to enjoy and 
uphold the equal and free condition of society, now perma- 
nent and universal throughout the land, the experience of 
the last year is conspicuously marked by the protecting 
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providence of God, and is full of promise and hope for the 
coming generations. 
Under a sense of these infinite obligations to the Great 
tuler of times and seasons and events, let us humbly 
ascribe it to our own faults and frailties if, in any degree, 
that perfect concord and happiness, peace and justice, 
which such great mercies should diffuse through the hearts 
and lives of our people, do not altogether and always and 
everywhere prevail. Let us with one spirit and with one 


voice lift up praise and thanksgiving to God for his mani- | 


fold goodness to our land, and his manifold care for our 
nation. 

Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of 
the United States, do appoint Thursday, the 29th day of 
November next, as a day of national thanksgiving and 
prayer; and I earnestly recommend that, withdrawing 
themselves from secular cares and labors, the people of 
the United States do meet together on that day in their 
respective places of worship, there to give thanks and 
praise to Almighty God for his mercies, and to devoutly 
beseech their continuance. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done 
at the city of Washington this 29th day of October, in the 
year.of our Lord 1877, and of the Independence of the 
United States the 102d. R. B. Hayes. 

By the President. 

Wa. M. Evarts, Secretary of State. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_——@—— 


A Miracle in Stone; or, The Great Pyramid of Egypt. By 
Joseph A. Seiss, D.D. Philadelphia: Porter & Coates.— 
A series of lectures intended to give a succinct and compre- 
hensive account of the subject, and interesting to one who 
can sift its logic and facts. Full of bibliography and second- 
hand research, containing much that is valuable as matter of 
fact, it is closely interwoven with speculation and fancy. 
The remarkable deductions which make the pyramid a 
“miracle in stone” require for substantiation a more accu- 
rate degree of measurement than has yet been made, and 
some of them involve the well-known controversy as to the 
relative accuracy of the French metre, ‘and its adaptability as 
a unit of measure. Further, many conclusions would be 
paralleled by the assumption that all the possible combina- 
tions of the engraver’s geometric lathe were miraculously 
revealed to its inventor ; all the mathematics of the sliding 
rule to its contriver; or the whole science of trigonometry to 
the man who first conceived a plane triangle. Given a true 
pyramid, and a multitude of subtle theorems are immediately 
inherent, which are indefinitely increased as the pyramid 
takes one or another limitation in shape; but it does not 
follow that all the theorems were miraculously revealed to 
the architect. If so, what navigators and astronomers are 
the country boys who make their own spherical base balls! 
And, if we make the unit of measurement only small enough, 
how many harmonies of the heaven and spheres will these 
balls typify! For the present it is best to trust to the history 
we have had for ages, especially as it is largely corroborated 
by hieroglyphics, and the causeways, and the sarcophagus in 
the king's chamber. (12mo, pp. 250. Cloth.) 


Biology. By Joseph Cook. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co.—Mr. Cook (he requests us to seta good fashion by omitting 
to call him Reverend, since he was never ordained) is in some 
danger, just now, from overpraise. This danger is not per- 
sonal, but only affects his reputation. He is not the sole 
defender of the Christian faith against a horde of able skeptics, 
nor is the enthusiasm he has aroused the gleeful grasping of 
the single available plank. There was a triumphant defense 
before Mr. Cook ; and the church should not forget that, after 
all, its chief mission is to assert, not defend, and that the 
whim-whams of this or that ephemeral opponent ought not to 
keep it in a constant worry. But Mr. Cook would be the first 
to disavow such an interpretation of his success. He isa man 
of great ability, who is up to the times, and yet has a deep 
foundation, laid by long study, for his most careless utterances, 
With a carefully trained mind and a natural bent for logic, 
he is easily successful in exposing the fallacies and inconsis- 
tencies of the materialists on the one hand and the transcen- 
dentalists on the other. This first volume is devoted to an 
argument, all along the line, against the notion that life is a 
fortuitous thing that may be explained from the standpoint of 
the materialist. Mr.Cook’sstrength lies in his great familiarity 
with science since 1860, and in his power of cumulative argu- 
ment. It has been said that by a repetition of the alphabet 
he could bring an audience to tumultuous applause at the 
letter Z; but he also has the greater power of constructing a 
chain of argument whose every link is hammered out before 
his reader's eyes. (12mo. Cloth, $1.75). 


The Story of Avis. By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Boston 
James R. Osgood & Co.—This is a remarkable novel, and 








though not the pleasantest of the author's writings, is cer- 
tainly the most powerful. It is one of the books of which an 
adequate critical analysis is impossible within the limits of a 
newspaper review. The heroine, a woman of superior mind 
and of a deep and true soul, does not know whether she ought 
to follow love or that idea of proper devotion to art which 
has come to be a part of her very nature. The hero proves, 
in a somewhat innocent but no less destructive way, to be 
unworthy of her; love and art are both lost ; and unhappiness 
covers the once bright sky with a perpetual cloud. Was Avis 
selfish? is the question each reader must settle for himself. 
It is hard to say it, but it seems to us that a right conclusion 
decides that she was ; for in this life of ours duty to humanity 
is higher than duty to art. Miss Phelps, as a novelist, has 
simply drawn the picture, and she has done it with great 
power. (12mo, pp. 457. Cloth.) 





The Memoirs of Frederica Wilhelmina, Margravine of Bai- 
reuth. Edited by W. D. Howells. Boston: James R. Osgood 
& Co.— Autobiographies are always delightful reading, 
whether or not their subjects are famous ; and the public takes 
as much pleasure in Crabb Robinson as in Goethe, in Julian 
Charles Young as in Harriet Martineau. Acting on this 
belief, thé publishers of this work have started a new series, 
in Little-Classic binding, which shall include nothing but 
personal reminiscences, selected, we suppose, for their inter- 
est rather than their importance. This first autobiography is 
very interesting reading, though the autobiographer is 
obscure enough. She was a sister of Frederick the Great, 
and will be remembered, in the Lives of that monarch, as an 
equal sufferer from the hatefulness and cruelty of his father, 
Frederick William. Frederica began these memoirs as a 
relief from trouble, and Carlyle and Sainte-Beuve were not 
wrong in thinking them a remarkable picture of a woman's 
heart. (Two vols., 16mo, pp. 268, 295. Cloth, $1.25 each.) 

Daughters of Armenia. By Mrs. 8. A. Wheeler. New 
York: American Tract Society—An exceedingly pleasant 
and instructive book, readable for young and old aliké, and 
giving a very sensible account of mission work as performed 
by women among the women and girls of Armenia. If the work 
is regularly done as well as here stated, and with a3 much tact 
as here pictured, the Lord has excellent handmaidens in the 
Armenian mission. The author finds time and a way, also, to 
mak: interesting a+ facts in ancient chronology : so much so 
tha‘ the reader involuntacily regrets thatshe had not done the 
same for modern events; as, for instance, the date of the first 


appearance of Dr. Riggs’s Armenian Bible. (16mo, pp. 157. 
Cloth.) 


Vest-Pocket Series. ‘The Pleasures of Memory,” by Sam- 
uel Rogers; ‘Favorite Poems,” by William Wordsworth ; 
“Favorite Poems,” by Alexander Pope; “ Is She his Wife?” 
by Charles Dickens. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—The 
first three books in this installment were eure to come in the 
series, and call for no special comment. Of all the elaborate 
pentameter disquisitions on the pleasures of this or that 
abstract quality, we have always liked Rogers's especially 
well. He nursed his small genius so carefully that it made a 
dainty impression on English literature. Mr. Dickens's farce 
would not be considered remarkable had it come from another 
source. (32mo. Cloth, 50 cents each.) 


The Blackboard in the Sunday School. A Practical Guide 
for Superintendents and Teachers. By Frank Beard. New 
York: Jesse Haney & Co.—F rank Beard is unequaled in his 
work as a blackboard artist; and in this little book he essays 
to tell Sunday-school workers how they may follow after 
him—if not come up to him—in the planning and giving of 
lessons in chalk, The book is a thoroughly sensible one. It 
treats of the rudiments of drawing, and is full of practical 
hints and suggestions as to the wise use of the blackboard in 
illustrating and enforcing Bible truth. We know of no 
volume of equal value in its department of Sunday-school 
method. (12mo, pp. 204. Cloth, $1.50.) 

Lives of Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, and Thomas Ellwood. 
With Essays by W. D. Howells. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co.—The obscure characters who are here exhumed were a 
nobleman of James the First’s court, and a Quaker who was 
a friend and fellow-worker of Penn’s. Cavalier and Friend 
form a good contrast, but one touch of nature, especially in an 
autobiography, makes the whole world kin. The interest of 
the book is not alone personal, for one gets from it a good 
idea of English and French society in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. We should mention that Ellwood suggested to Milton 
the idea of “ Paradise Regained.” (18mo. Cloth, $1.25.) 

Pocket Paragraph Bible. With References and Maps. 
London: The Religious Tract Society. Imported by A. D. 
F. Randolph, New York.—This ia a convenient edition of the 
Bible printed in paragraphs instead of in the ordinary form of 
chapters and verses. The poetical books are printed in the 
Hebrew parallelisms. The entire volume is paged, and the 
table of contents names the page of each book for convenience 





of reference. Six colored maps, a chronological summary of 
Bible history, and a brief summary of the history of the Jews 
during the period between the Old and New Testaments are 
included in the volume. (16mo. Cloth, $2.00.) 


A Counterfeit Presentment. By W. D. Howells. Boston : 
James R. Osgood & Co.—This is certainly a charming pro- 
duction, and it makes effective and novel use of an old 
dramatic device, the resemblance between two persons of 
widely different characters. The story is gradually and clev- 
erly unfolded, and the character-drawing is in Mr. Howells’s 
best style. He does not give us men and women as they used 
to be, or might be, or ought to be, but as they are. The 
better class of American society he depicts with light but 
effective touches; he is in our literature what Augustus 
Hoppin is in our art. (16mo. Cloth, $1.25). 


The Title Examined ; or, Am I Truly Converted? By Rev. 
A. B, Earle, D.D. Boston: James H. Earle.—A book on this 
momentous subject, of all others, should be most carefully 
written ; should not be dogmatic, but should rest each position 
on Scripture. The chief criticism on the little book in hand 
is that the author seems to expect the reader to take his testi- 
mony, and leaves some of his “ evidences” entirely without a 
passage of Scripture to support them. To an inquirer who 
wishes solid ground, this is unsatisfactory. We cannot rest 
except in God himself. (Small 16mo. Flexible cloth.) 

Surly Tim, and Other Stories. By Frances Hodgson Bur- 
nett. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—These shorter 
stories of Mrs. Burnett’s, eight in number, are every whit as 
good as her longer and deservedly popular novel, “ That Lass 
o’ Lowrie’s.” For careful elaboration and for originality of 
thought they are condensed novelettes. Mrs. Burnett has 
become the master of a pure and transparent style, but she 
evidently lays more stress upon the development of character 
than upon literary grace. Her stories are remarkably fresh 
and life-like. (16mo, pp. 270. Cloth, $1.25.) 

One Year Abroad. By the author of “One Summer.” 
Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—This is a bright collection of 
foreign letters, though none of them are very grave, or deep, 
or original. People expect too much from the authors of single 
successes, and so there will be some disappointment at this 
happy little record of butterfly wanderings in Europe; but 
it is not unworthy of the author of the best of recent 
novelettes. (16mo. Cloth, $1.25.) 


We Three. By Kate W. Hamilton. Philadelphia: Presby- 
terian Board of Publication——An admirable story of the 
courage and devotion of three boys, who are left by the 
death of their uncle sole protectors of a feeble grandmother 
and delicate sister. There is some rough experience in their 
history, but they are manful and brave, and we hope the boys 
who read about them will be as good fellows as they were, 
and as true Christians too. 

The Wings of Courage: Stories from the French. By 
Marie D. Field. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons.—Three 
stories, which are half fairy tales, are here told in very agree- 
able style. There is just enough romance about them to 
please the innocent and active imagination of children, who 
will find them wonderfully interesting. To their parents we 
may hint that the stories all have a deftly concealed moral. 
(16mo. Cloth.) 


Poems of Places: Switzerland and Austria. Edited by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Boston: James R. Osgood 
& Co.—This volume in Mr. Longfellow’s pleasant series comes 
after a considerable intermission. It is one of the best, for it 
includes all the choicest poems, original or translated, that 
have celebrated the Alps, Lake Geneva, and the Danube,— 
three favorite themes for poets. 

Patsy: A Story for Girls. By Lora B. Robinson. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—In this story a careless little 
girl and a nagging mother (not Patsy’s) are reformed by the 
progress of events. The moral of the story is good enough, 
but its narration is not commendable on literary grounds, nor 
are its characters specially agreeable or life-like. (16mo. 
Cloth.) 


Titian. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—This is the first 
volume of a series of brief popular lives of great artists. In 
simpleefashion it gives the leading facts in Titian’s career, as 
well as a complete list of his paintings and their location. 
The series will be prepared by M. |’. Sweetser, the accurate 
editor of Oagood’s guide books. (18mo. Cloth, $1.25.) 





Dreamings of the Waking Heart, with other Poems. By 
Rey. Joel Swartz, D.D. Harrisburg: W. P. Swartz & Bro.— 
Relating mainly to youth and home, and full of pure and 
pleasant thought. Its moral and social tendencies are all 
elevating. (16mo. Cloth.) 

Glimpses of Christ in Holy Scripture. By Thomas Laurie, 
D.D. Boston: Congregational Publishing Society.—A reissue 
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' which cannot fail to do good. 
“Almost a Man,” and itis a fit companion to 
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of a useful work first published ten or twelve 
years ago by the late firm of Gould & Lin- 
coln. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


(Au books received will be promptly noticed under 
head, The interests of our raauers will guide 
us in making further notice.] 


A Cowconpance or tre Boox or Psatms Together 
with a Conc»rdance to the Pealter of the Book of 
Common Prayer. 1l4mo, pp. 72, Cloth. $1.00. New 


Yor“: Anson D. F, 
English, & Co.) 


Tue Giant-Kuier; or, The Battle which 


Randolph & Co. (Smith, 


all must 

Fight. By A.L.O. B. 16mo0, pp. 195. Cloth, $1.25, 

New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. (Presby- 
terian Board of Publication.) 

Tue Catneprat, By James Russell Lowell. (Vest- 

Pocket Series.) 32mo, pp. 95. Cloth, 60 centa. 


Boston: James R, Osgood & Co, 


(Claxton, Rem- 
sen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Favorite Porms. By James Russell Lowell, 
Pocket Series.) 32mo, pp. 108. 
Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
sen, & Haffe' finger.) 


(Vest- 
Cloth. 60 cents. 
(Claxton, Kem- 


Uspine. By De La Motte Fouqnué. (Vest-Pocket 
Series) 32mo, pp. 110. Cloth, 50 cents. Boston: 
James R, Osgood & Co, (Claxton, Remsen, & 
Hatfelfinger.) 

~ Sux Artine. A Novel, By William Black. 
12mo, pp 313, Cloth, $150. New York: Harper 
& Brothers, (J. B, Lippincott & Co.) 

Voyage or tar “Sreaprast.” By William H. G, 
Kingston. Illustrated. l6mo, pp. 180. Cloth. 
Boston: D,. Lothrop & Co. 

Stxtram. By De La Motte Fouqgné. (Vest-Pocket 
Series.) 32mo, pp. 156. Cloth, 50 cents, Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co. 

Firrtations 1n America. 8vo, pp. 287. Paper, 75 


cents, Philadelphia: T. BY re sterson wll arethers. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 25,100 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. 








A Favorite Yovutn’s Parrer.—The 
Youth’s Companion, of Boston, has steadily 
grown in public favor for more than fifty 
years, and is now one of the most admirably 
conducted papers in the country. 





Every one who reads this should send 
TEN CENTS and receive acopy of the Sunday- 
School Worker from now until Jan. 1st, ’78, 
on trial. Rich, rare, and racy. Published 
semi-monthly. Address, 

8. 8. Worker, Wilmington, Del, 


Tue favorite and pleasant remedy for 
coughs, colds, hoarseness, etc., is Spencer's 
CHLORAMINE PastiLies. Sold by drug- 
gists. Principal depot, 107 North Ninth 
Street, Philadelphia. Send 10 cents for 
sample box. Johnson, Holloway, & Co., 
pecial agents, Philadelphia. 





8. Annre Frost has given us a new book, 


“ Almost a Woman,” issued last year, which 
met with so large a sale. American Tract 
Society, New York, publishes it. Price, 
$1.00; postage, 8 cents. Depository, No. 
1512 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

SwaMPscort., —The Christian friends who 
spent a few days in the study of the word at 
this place last summer, will doubtless be 
glad to learn that the very interesting Bible 
reading on the second ‘coming of the Lord, 
by Dr. James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, has 
been published in a very attractive little 
volume of seventy-nine pages, with an Intro- 
duction by George C. Needham and Henry 
Moorhouse. Price, 25 cents. Address the 
publisher, Edward A. Wilson, Springfield, 
Ill, 


SPECIAL NOTCES. 


Sarat aSpringsinW inter. Drs, Strong’ sRe 
medial Institute has Turkish, Russian, Hydropathic, 
and Electro-Thermal Baths, Equalizer and many 





other facilities for treating Nervous, Lung, Female, 


and other diseases, Bend for a circular, 





- BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, °76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 


fumed with mild and agreeable 


ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 


alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
Made only by 
Boston. 


let or Nursery 
ww Bros. & 


She calls it 


FOR TEACHERS. 


Bible Commentary. 
By Matruew Haney, New and Una- 
bridged Edition, With Original Anno- 
tations, etc, Complete in Three Vols., 
Gay SER Piha ncctcimninimeensace $25 00 


Cassell’s Bible Dictionary, 
With nearly 600 Illustrations, 1,159 
pages, imperial 8vo, Complete in One 
Vol., strongly bound in eloth._......_- 10 00 


The Bible Educator. 
Edited by the Rev. E, H. PLumprre, 





D D.; assisted by some of our most emi- 

| nent Scholars and Divines, With about 

| 400 Illustrations, Maps, etc. Complete 
in Four Vols., cloth, each__........._- 2 00 
Two Double Vols., complete___._._..-- 7 50 
Two Vols,, half moroceo_......_..____ 12 00 


For family use, for teachers in Sunday- 
schools, for leaders of Bible classes, and for 
pastors, the work will be found a delightfal 
instructor and a most invaluable aid.—Chris- 
tan Intelligencer, 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress and Holy War, 
With 12 Chromo Plates and 200 other 
Illustrations. 820 pages, demy 4to, cloth, 
full gilt sides and edges____-.......__- 12 50 
We recommend this work to those who 


would secure the myst superb edition of 
Bunyan extant.—Christian Advocate, 


The Book of Bible Words. 
Containing a list of all the Words used 
in the Bible, arranged in Alphabetical 
order, Accentuated for Pronunciation: 
with grey of Obsolete Terms. 208 


Stories of Girlhood; or, The 
Brook and the River. 

By Mrs. Saran DonpNeY. Many Iilus- 

trations, Handsome binding, full gilt 

WEE. cicns tsi sgl ie 


Jungle, Peak, and Plain. 
A Boy’s Book of Hunting and Adven- 
ture. By Dr. Gorpon StaBLes. With 
many Illustrations. New and handsome 


style of binding, eluth 1 50 


Lo See SAO 


FOR SCHOLARS. 


The Child’s Bible. 
With 200 Illustrations. Demy 4to, 830 
pp- Cloth, gilt edges_...............- $10 00 
It is a thoroughly satisfactory book, and 

just the volume for presents.—From the 


Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Gloucester and 
Bristol. 


Hymns and Poems for Lit- 
tle Folks. 
With over One Hundred and Fifty full- 
page Illustrations. Superroyal 16mo, 320 
pages. Cloth, gilt and chromo sides_-_- 
A choice collection, pientifully supplied 
with full-page pictures of winter scenes and 
theland of childhood.—Sunday School Times. 
Through Picture Land. 


By C. L. Margavx. 
Stories. 


Short Instructive 
With over 200 Illustrations. 
Feap. 4to, cloth extra, with chromo on 
Fo en 

Full of attractive and amusing pictures, 
with plenty of good reading in prose and 
verse.— Illustrated Christian Weekly, 


Picture Teaching for Young 
and Old. 
Third Edition. With more than 200 
Illustrations. 4to, cloth, gilt 
The most perfect book we know of for the 


home instruction of very little children. — 
Dr. Vincent, in the Sunday School Journal. 


Little Folks’ Series. 


16mo, With full-page Illustrations. 64 
pages. With Board cover. Printed in 
Cotems. 6 Vols. eteh.. 2.2... 5.0.4... 


LITTLE STORIES FOR LITTLE PEOPLE, 
PLEASANT STORIES AND PICTURES. 
SIMPLE STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES, 
PRETTY STORIES FOR TINY FOLKS. 
MAMMA’S STORIES FOR HER PETS. 
PAPA’S STORIES FOR HIS DARLINGS. 

A very handsome and cheap set of juveniles ; 


one of the best in the market. Just the thing for 
primary class teachers to give to their scholars 





SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE. 








For the best articles on HOU G, 

pans Liga _ cam be found in the’ HOU 
¥y = “ tony BY 

TRIAL’ io bor 1 ce subscribers can 


| $50.00 IN GOLD CIVEN AWAY 


a WORK, CULTIVATION OF FLOWERS, etc. particulars how how to compete fo 
, an elegantly ILLUSTRATED t 
ibe HOUSEKEEPER'S PO aed ered mana vent. THREE MONTHS “ON 
compete for above Prizes. Every lady 
RICHARDSON, Publisher. 397 Broadway, New York. (9 State where you saw this adverti 


CASSELL, PETTER, & GALPIN, 


536 Broadway, N. Y. 








of this should send | O cents AT ONCE. 
isement, 





SINGING SCHOOLS. 
CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutel 


Music Classes and Conventions: with the 
of plain instructions, and 260 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficult, 
and continually referred to. 

answers that perplexing westion : 


dos, 
THE ENCORE. By L. O. Emerson. 


of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets. Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice, 





tive Course. 75 cts.; or $7.50 per dos. 


PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. Ry W. O Perkins 
This. like the “ Encore.” 


Choirs and Societies. Good instruct 
the best of music, 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 
All teachers and convention holders are 


these books. 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


C. A. talaga J. EB. DITSON @ CO, 
843 Broad Successors to 


Lee & Walker 
New York. hiladelphia. 


Best Books for | 


Just out. Contains the ayes 


Bataly described, that it is the easvest and bet oa 
anual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is also a 
most entertaining, useful, and thorough book for all 
lainest 
pages of the best 


e book alsu best 
“How to have 
good singing in Cungregations.” $1.38 ; or $12 00 per 


This fine | 75¢, 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 


It is a capital Glee Book 
a3 well as Singing Class Book. Tnorough Instruc- 


is an excellent Glee Kook 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for ome practice in 

ve course, and 


invited | ful. 
to insure their success this season by A. A ove of 
For sale everywhere, Copies sent 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


BEST MUSIC BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS! 


We call special attention to the following new and 
popular School Song B oks, which are being used 
In many of the largest public and private schools in 
the country. 


Merry Voices. 


By N. Coe Stewart (Sup’t of Music in Cleveland 
Public Schools). For Common Schools, Juvenile 
Classes, ete. An admirable collection of cheerful 
School Songs, with complete Klementary Depart- 
ment. One of the best School Song Books ever 
published. Price, 50 cents. $5.00 per dos. 


Singing School Echo. 


N. Coe Stewart and J. M. North. For High 
se Ro ‘and extensively used in our Public schools. 
$7.50 per dos. 


The Crown Hing. 


By Stewart and North, and the latest work of 
these well-known authors. For High or Grammar 
Schools it is unsurpassed. 75 cents. $7.50 per dos. 


The Grammar School Trio. 


By W. F. Heath. Two Numbers or Books, Col- 
lectiens of Three Part Songs, with the third part 
especially arranged for Boys’ Voices. Schools will 
find these little collections very attractive and use- 
No. 1—10 ets. No. 2—30 cts. 


School Chimes. 


By James R. Murray. Very popular collection of 
School Songs, and in general use. 50 eis, $5.00 per 
doz. 

Descriptive Catalogues of Musie and Musie Books 
sent free. 

Send stamp for s “tas copy of BRAINARD’S 








100 Samples 3e. W. SLOCUM & CO., Trey, N. Y. 


Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 35e., or 25 10. 


MUSICAL WORLD, containing $2.00 werth ef 
music. The best Musical  ~ ad $1.60 per year 
with premium. its wan 


8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, Q. 








CROLL 
AWS. 


CENTENNIAL MEDAL 


TO THE 


FLEETWOOD & DEXTER 
FoR 

Accuracy, Rapidity, Dura- 
bility and Low Cost. 

TRUMP BROS., Mamf™ 
WILMINGTON, Del. 


Send for Circular and illustrated 
List of Designs. 












AGENTS WAN 





AGENTS WANTEL 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$0. HS. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinnati, O. 





TO BOOK AGENTS! 


We have in press a book—not yet announced— 
that has been in preparation over three years, cost- 
ing $20,000. 124 Superb, Full-Page Hogravings 
make it one of the most completely illustrated v.l- 
umes in the world. It is a magnificent work, aod 
will command the attention and spproval of every- 

y. We will make most liberal arrangements 
with agents to introduce it, and it is worihy their 
notice. Advance sheets, with full’ “rma: ion, sent 
on application to American P.! 
ford, Conn., eg . lL, or Ci¥ 
F. C. Bliss, "Newark, N 





GENTS Wz 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


A Complete Treasury of Religwous 


Knowledge. 
Just Published. Written and Compt iled by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars and Eminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 IUustrative Engravings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. The best book ry Agents, +> whom will be 
given ~~ weg liberal terms. rite ~- to>ms 
and Cys ars to 
Is ae? — 
a a- Oy St. “Leute, Mo. 








NOW READY! 


CHORAL ANTHEMS 


BY H. P. DANKS. 
128 large pages of Superior Anthems, adapt ed 
tor all occasions of worship. 

We offer this entirely NEW and valuable work 
at the low price of $13.50 per dozen, in order to 
bring it within reach of every Choir in the land. 
We will mail it to any address ON RECEIPT 
OF $1.50. 


Vineyard of Song. 


REVISED EDITION. 


any other book offered for the use of 
Xe Q Schools, Singing CG! 4 Conven- 
tions, for instruction,...u practice in 


the art of Singing. 
It contains 192 pages of valuable material. 
Price, $7.50 per men: 75 cts. each, by mail. 


BIGLOW «& & MAIN 


CHRISTMAS ANNUAL 


Containin in eee new ‘o Be ital Christmas: 
Carols, Nos. 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 can also be sup- 
plied. The Annual has now become a necessity 
at Christmas Festivals: Sent by mail on receipt 
of price— 

5 cents each; $4 per 100 Copies. 

BIGLOW & MAIN, 

76 East Ninth Street, New York. 

73 Randolph Street, Chicago, 


If COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten dayy’. 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGKR, BOW LBY & 00., Washington, i. J. 


A nec Keeps out Cold, Wind, 
SROWNES~ Bins Stops rattling. 
i ae : XIB LE Mouldings. No Waste. A 
W 3 Me oe R and is better. 
RIP. Sarople package, 25 feet, 


one can apply it. Costs Jess 
B75 cts. post- paid. Best seil- 
























than one half of any other, 


lng artucie ee male or f male. Fiexi- 
- semen ‘Strip Co., P.O, Box 2945. 17 Dey St, 
N.Y 





OR RHEUMATISM 
Underwear. x geepeedy | 
MARY cases. 


et Carlisle’s Medicated 
re ‘of elie »we ite - 
a «Uw bilisip 


women sent } 3 aaa or aed Te nient to 
fente’ Fine He = ant light, we must conquer 
J. D. OF: -n I think of mathematics | 


ollection of how often I 
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READY. 


PELOUBET'S NOTES 


ON THE 
LESSONS OF 1878. 


Price ~ .5. Interleaved edition, 


veuw-paid to any address in United 
+n av Great Britain, 


_.... 3 QUestion Books, 


Nos. 1, 2, anv 3, 
ON LESSONS OF 1878. 
DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR FREE. 


~ 





D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 





EDUCATIONAL. 








‘LIN COLLEGE. 


‘legiate, and Pre ory depart 

tudies. Admits both sexes. No 

: /os. Best of religious influences. 

Thorough and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only*$27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
For circulars address J. B. T. Marsh, Sec,, Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College management. First-class teachers. 
Expenses low. Class instruction or private lessons. 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
nnsurpassed for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 








Preparation for Business! S 


=p Dns. IT & STRATTON 
BUSINESS COLLECE 


108 S. Tenth St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Increased facihties. Telegraphic Dept. in charge 


of the Manager and Electrican of the 
Atlanticand Pacific Telegraph Co, For 
rR full particulars, call_or send for free 
Unstrated cireniar, J. BE. SovLg, Pres, 





ioe VALLEY ACADEMY, 
DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 
An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 
very low. For catalogues, address 
F. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 





EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great Barrington, 
ik) Mass. A superior Family Schoo! for young boys 
in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 
thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 

JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 





OME °~* *, FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
Rest advantn.es for a thorough education. For 
circulars, addrecs, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802, ASea 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A-M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 

guages, Painting, and Music. 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 





LASSICAL INSTITUTE, NO, 247 SOUTH THIR- 
teenth St., Phitadelphia. Duties resumed Sep- 
tember 10th. J W. FAIRES, D.D., Principal. 





APLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 

N Ladies. Established 1°63 For catalogue» 
address Professor D 8, BABCOCK, 

East Haddam, Midalesex Co., Conn. 


12-CENT 








ZEPHYR. 


This Zephyr, which sells at twelve cents per ounce, 
is made of remarkably fine fleeced wool, is bril- 
‘iantly shaded in all colors, is exceedingly soft to the 

uch, and very popular for crocheting and knitting 

urposes. It is freely used in making carriage 
afghans, shawls, sacks, gloves, leggings, ete, IJt 
put up in good honest ounce hanks, the purchaser 
receiving twice as much Zephyr as when buy- 
ing the nominal ounce layer of European Zephyr. 


Also 
STOCKING YARNS 
In large variety of grades and colors, to be had at 


JOHN M. FINN, 


&, E. corner Arch and Seventh Streets, 
For THE SUMMER Me ee ae 
stock of Books at much lesé “ttemded to. 
If you want ANY books, senaf 7 
N. TIBBALS ¢ Y WASH 
37 F BLUE ~. 


. BERGER, 
Second St, Phila. Pa 


NEW. 


The Primary Teacher's 


MONTHLY. 


FOR ALL TEACHERS OF CHIL- 
DREN, 


Including Parents, Infant Class Teachers, 
Intermediate Class Teachers, Leaders of 
Children’s Meetings, and Preachers to 
Children. 


ee ae 


EVANGELICAL AND UNDENOMINATIONAL. 








MRS. W. F. CRAFTS, Eprror. 


Terms, 60 cents per year. In clubs of 
five or more, 50 cents. 


SAMPLES FREE. 


FIFTEEN 


EXCELLENT CONCERT 


EXERCISES. 


FOR EITHER SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
OR CHURCH USE, 
BY 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 


These Exercises are arranged with the words 
and music printed out in full, and are bound in 
one volume, making a book of 160 pages, Cloth 
cover ; gilt stamp. 


PRICE, 35 CENTS. 
Post-paid to any address in United States or 


Great Britain, 





D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 





D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 





BIBLE LESSONS. 





VASTLY 


THE COMMON VERDICT IS THAT THE 
BIBLE LESSONS 


Of the American Baptist Publication Society are 


SUPERIOR 


To all Others Published. 





First. FOR ADVANCED CL 


ASSES. 


Prepared by BEV. GRANVILLE 8S. ABBOTT. 


They contain the Lesson, Historical Connection, Analysis, Golden Text, Daily 
Readings, Explanations, and Questions. 





a Story, and Questions. 





Free of Postage. 


Address, 





B. GRIFFITH, Secretary. 


2 Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 


The price of both grades of Lessons is the same, and for the year 1878 
has been RepuceD from $9,00 to $7.50 for 100 copies per year. 


They are sent 


PRICE: 
One Hundred Copies for one month, - - - . 68c. 
Three months, - - - - - . - - $1 88 
Six months, - - . ° . . * ‘ $3 75 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


71 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. 





AT WHOLESALE. 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber forexport. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber. beg | Mould- 
ings, etc., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 


ings. 
- Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York. 





THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE 00., of Philadelphia. 


ASSETS ACCUMULAED, $5,940,006.37. 


The Penn is a purely Mutual Campane. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned the members 
eve ear, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates. Al! policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies iseued at life rates 
Agents Wanted. Apply to H. S$. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





290,000 COPIES EVERY MONTH. 


Second. FOR THE YOUNGER CLASSES. 
Prepared by MBS. M. G. KENNEDY. 


They are attractive in form and matter, and contain the Lesson, Golden Text, 


PASTOR’S 


POCKET MANUAL 


OR, 


Perpetual Pocket Record. 


UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
Arranged by REV, SYLVANUS STALL, AM, 


PRICE, $1.00. 
Post-paid to any address in Uni ed States or 
Great Britain. 

“No pastor could use it without verv great profit,” 
—Rev. Henry Darling, D.D , Albany, N. Y. 

“T have seen nothing better for its uses than Mr. 
Stall’s ‘Pocket Record’ for pastors.’ —Rev. Thomas 
K. Beecher, Elmira, N. Y. 

‘Its departments cover everything a mi; ister 
wishes to record.”-Rev. W, I. Crafts, Chicago, Ill. 

It is a neat little book ef 200 pages, bound in 
levant morocco and stamped in gold, affording 
space for the recording of 69 chur: h officers, 575 
members, and 5,175 pw toral calls directly opposite ; 


253 names of persons not members, and 2.%77 cleri- 
eal calls on the same; 46 communion season-, 207 
baptism, 92 marriages, 115 funerals, 276 sermons, 92 


addresses, 184 new members, besides ten other 
departments, 


D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 





The first edition of 15,000 copies hav- 
ing been sold, Messrs. Dodd, Mead, & 
Cumpany have now ready the 16th 1,000 


or 
A Knight of the XLIXth Century. 
BY E. P. ROE. 


12mo, $1 50. 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
751 Broadway, New York. 





TO PUBLISHERS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERIODICALS 
And Papers, and Dealers in Sunday-School Supplies. 


Tam preparing 4 ists of Names, with P. 0. 
address, of which the following ts a summary, 
vde.: 

Officers of International, State, Provincial, and 
County Sunday-school Associations, about 1,500 
nemes. Price, 50 cfs. Superintendents of Sunday- 
schoo!s and Delegates to S. 8.* onventions and As- 
semblies 10000 names and upwards. Price, 40 
cts. per 1.000 names, 

Will be ready for delivery November 15. For 
sample pages or orders, address 

E. PAYSON PORTER, 
Statistical Secretary International S. S. Convention 
18 South Ada Street, CHICAGO, 





WEEKLY S.S. PAPERS FREE 


For December to subscribers for 1878. “ Lesson 
Helper ;"’ giving full explanations of International 
Lessons for Teachers and Bible Classes. “ The 
Guatener for Intermediate Classes. “ My Picture 
vesson” and “Our Little Messenger” for Primary 
Classes. Can be distributed every Sunday. Kvan- 
gelical! Undenominational! Cheap! Specimens free ! 
Address Evangelical Publishing Co.;70 Bible House, 
New York. 





BING! SING! SING! 





Garlands ot Praise. 





Is the BEST 8. 8. MUSIC BOOK ever published. 
Send 25c. for specimen copy. Money refunded if 
not found as represented, Address, Asa Hull, 241 
Fourth Avenue, New York. 





‘Select Books 
FORS.S. LIBRARY. 


The balance of a choice select lot of the best 
books suitable tor a Sucday-school Library, wil: be 
sold very low if applied for at once, For catalogue 
address GEO. W. HERTZEL, 145 West Forty- 
seventh St., New York. FOR 30 DAYS ONLY. 





Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys, 
CAXTON’S 

Self Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif- 
Inking from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $750 Press, Presses 
from $350 Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitehel!, 15 Federal St 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 








| Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 BRACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


| Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 


Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 
RS. MOOD Y’°S Abdominal Corset sent by mail 

for $2.75, (price in New York is $4.50.) Mad. 
‘oy’s Supporter Corset sent free for $1.09. Carlisle's 
Health Pat. Bust Supporter Corset sent for $1.39. 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 
SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS®. Ten certs per copy. 
Mailed free. Address M, BE, Box 53, Kiaderhovuk. 
New York. 











and stamp. I. P. DUNGAN, Chariton, Iowa. 


7 FINE CARDS, all styles, with name, only 10c. 
i 


f 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


—_—9———— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, ese 
“ I5te2 < «2. oo 


80 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





$2.15 each. 


“ 


oe 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now @2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 


——9———— = 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
elub subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tne Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—o—_—— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoont Tres, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tux Times, 


—————_—)—--—— 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, . 2« § .60 
100 “ ome year, «= -°- =«* 7.20 
Bess than 100 copies at same rate. 


——9—_—— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





100 Copies, three months, « = 6.25 
100 o one year, »= * s 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at rates, 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D, Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - 1s. 6d, 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

a caren 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line(as above), - + 30 cts, 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - . 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “« 8 ow 
15 “ “13 4 
20 “ 96 “ 
25 “ “ 52 “ 


aa Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


——o-———— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
"0 CHESTNUT STREET, Parcapstrsta. 








PUBLICATIONS. INSURANCE. 
THE BEREAN QUARTERLY) ™** ha 
Contra, Toner, FEAT er 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 


only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a en 
Number, and be convinced. dd 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 808 
Broadway,tNew York. 





CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 
No.1. 30 Vols. 18m0_.....--------—- $10 00. 
No.2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 60. 

The liberal reduction from former prices, on 











| 


these beautiful and interesting series has created | 


a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 
catalogue, 


lr. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
MARK TWAIN'S 
PATENT 


SHLE-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made- 
Each page is already 
gummed toreceive 
your scraps. 


om 
— 
— 
_ 
— 
— 
—_ 
— 
— 
— 








Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 

Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 

Pictorial Scra , 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00. 

Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, l5c. and 20c, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular, 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Brianx Book Manvuracrurens, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1834 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


PASTORAL THEOLOGY. 
The Pastor in the Various Duties of his Office. 
BY THOMAS MURPHY, D.D. 


Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, 


PRICE, $3.00, 


An eminently practical guide to the Pastor, full 
of plain suggestions and helps in his work, and 
the result of a long and successful experience, en- 
riched by constant reference to the author's notes 
- Dr, Archibald Alexander’s lectures to his stu- 

ents, 


DR. BOARDMAN’S 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
SECOND EDITION. 16mo. Price, $1.25. 





8yvo0, 





ALSO, 
DR. A. A. HODGE’S 


Manual of Forms 


16mo, PRICE, 50 CENTS. 


Please address 
LACK, Buswmess Superintendent. 


JOHN A. B 





CUT THIS OUT. 

TI I am eotting Texas Land War- 

rants good for 640 acres of as 

ood land as there is in the State, 

. for $160. More than 150 coun- 

r ties to select from. Now is the 

time toSECURE A HOME. Circulars free, New 
State County Map in colors, 10 cents. 

For personal reference—Hon. John F. Dillon, 
Hon. Hiram Price, Rev. B. Frank Paxton, Rev. A.C. 
Manwell, I, T. Martin, Esq., and National Banks, 
Davenport, Iowa; Elder Keeler, Elder Miller, Rev. 
Wm. Fawcett, Rev. J. H. Gilruth, Pres’t Magoun, 
Iowa College, Grinnell; Rev. C. G. Trusdell, Mrs. 
W. F. Crafts, Chicago; Hon. George W. McCrary, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 

C., H. KENT, Davenport, Iowa. 


n r 
PER CENT. NET. 
Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
248 Broadway, New York. 





et offered, and Sunday-schools about to | 


| 





FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - . Assets, $1,655,717.20 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
wes JOHN L, THOMSON, Ass’t. Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - = $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 


President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J. E. KINGSLEY, 


Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JAMES HUNTER, 
HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 
WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S8. FUWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 

WM, H. HAINES, Secretary. 

sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 


leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P, M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
ak OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30.A. M., and 4.15 


B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 
W. C. HAMILTON, 





Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann’s 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 





NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 
City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 


Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


City of New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 

Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 5 p.m. 


Connecting with Express Train at New Lon- 
don, via New York and New England Railroad, 
for Boston, Blackstone, Franklin, and Walpole; 
and via Worcester, for Boston, ly te 
Fitchburg, Groton Junction, Lowell. Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, and White Moun- 
tains. Also, connecting at New London with the 
Vermont Central Railroad, via Palmer, Brattle- 
boro, etc., to all points north. 


FREIGHT. The New and Capacious freight 
and passenger (iron) steamer City of Lawrence 
will run in connection with steamer City of 
Boston, and steamer City of Norwich, in connec- 
tion with steamer City of New York, leaving 
daily, Sundays excepted. 

eS Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 

For further information inquire of 


W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. Y 


THE AGENTS’ HERALD. 
A 32-column, 8-page monthly, 60c. a year, with pre- 
mium. On trial six months 26c. Sample copy, 
3c. $50 a month salary to Agents, who guarantee a 
certain number of subscribers, with premium of 
$100 GOLD to the Agent making the best returns, 


EVERY AGENT s2c0'3 weno Bis address for 


insertion in second issue of 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 
PORTRAITS, etc., drawn by ma- 
chinery. Apparatus by mail, with 


Oc. Complete Smith- 
















instructions, 
ography Outfits only $1.26. AGENTS WANTED, 
Ween welne, L, LUM SMIT 
en writin " J SMITH, 
Ro. 772 136 


mention this N. 8th St., Phila., Pa, 





TE AS —The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staplearticle—pleases everybody—Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 
ican Tea Co,, 43 Vesey St. N.Y P.O, Box 1287, 








WORTH REPEATING. 


THE FLIGHT OF THE 
SWALLOWS. 


[W. C. Bennett, in Sunday Magazine.] 


Around the old minster the swallows are flying; 
Soon into white winter the year will be dying; 
Soon, soon the chill winds through the boughs 


will be sighing, 
And ice will be here; 


South, south are the summer and happy birds 
sighing, 

And sunshine, that only here spring will be 
bringing, 

So the wise swallows gather in flocks for**eir 
winging 

To wa:m climes go dear. 

Are they twittering and chattering of bright 
days departed ? 

Of dear happy nest-homes from which they have 
started ? 

How they wheel, as if exiled, they lingered, sad- 
bearted, } 

Their known eaves to leave; 

And why should they thus stay the moment of 
starting ? 

Why so seem to loathe from grey skies to be part- 
ing? 

Think they of the happy hours here they spent, 
darting 


Through many a red eve? 


Do birds, like to men, hover round parted pleas- 
ure? 
Has the past its dear memories, to bird-thoughts 
a treasure? 
Is the gone to you swallows, oh, sweet beyond 
measure ? 
Ah, that who shall tell? 
Men know not the mysteries that haunt their own 
being, 
And swallows may hide feelings deep from our 
seeing. 
Well, fleet ones, speed far, from the snows to come 
fleeing; 
God guides you. Farewell! 


WORDS TO BOYS. 


{From Fields’s “ Underbrush,”} 


I think I would ask permission, if I had 
happened to be born in a city, to have the 
opportunity of passing: all my vacations in 
the country, that I might learn the names 
of trees and flowers and birds. We are, as 
a people, sadly ignorant of all accwrate rural 
knowledge. We guess at many country 
things, but we are certajn of very few. 


It is inexcusable in a grown-up person, 
like my amiable neighbor Simpkins, who 
lives from May to November on a farm of 
sixty acres in a beautiful wooded country, 
not to know a maple from a beech, or a 
bobolink from a cat-bird. He once handed 
me a bunch of pansies, and called them 
violets, and on another occasion he mistook 
sweet peas for geraniums. 


What right has a human being, while the 
ir is full of bird-music, to be wholly igno- 
rant of the performer’s name? When we go 
to the opera, we are fully posted up with 
regard to all the principal singers, and why 
should we know nothing of the owners of 
voices that far transcend the vocal powers 
of Jenny Lind and Christine Nilsson? 


A boy ought also to be at home in a barn, 
and learn how to harness a horse, tinker up 
a wagon, feed the animals, and do a hundred 
useful things, the experience of which may 
be of special service to him in atter life as 
an explorer or a traveler, when unlooked- 
for emergencies befall him. I have seen an 
Ex-President of the United States, when an 
old man, descend from his carriage and 
rearrange buckles and straps about his 
horses when an accident occurred, while the 
clumsy coachman stood by in a kind of 
hopeless inactivity, not knowing the best 
thing to be done. The Ex-President told 
me he had learned about such matters on a 
farm in his boyhood, and so he was never 
at loss for remedies on the road when his 
carriage broke down. . 


I would keep “better hours,” if I were a 
boy again; that is, 1 would go to bed earlier 
than most boys do. Nothing gives more 
mental and bodily vigor than sound rest 
when properly applied. Sleep is our great 
replenisher, and if we neglect to take it 
regularly in childhood, all the worse for us 
when we grow up. If we go to bed early, 
we ripen ; if we sit up late, we decay; and 
sooner or later we contract a disease called 
insomnia, allowing it to be permanently 
fixed upon us, and then we begin to decay, 
even in youth. Late hours ure shaduws 
from the grave... . 

If I were a boy again I would practice 
perseverance oftener, antnever gixe 2? vibry 
up because it wat durd or inconvenient to 
do it. If we want light, we must conquer 
darkness. Wha I think of mathematics | 
blush at the reollection of how often I 
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“caved in” years ago. There is no trait 
more valuable than a determination to per- 
severe when the right thing is to be accom- 
plished. We are all inclined to give up too 
easily in trying or unpleasant situations, 
and the point I would establish with myself, 
if the choice were again within my grasp, 
wou!d be never to relinquish my hold on a 
possible success if mortal strength or brains 
In my case were adequate to the occasion. 
That was a capital lesson which Profess r 
Faraday taught one of his students in the 
lecture-room after some chemical experi- 
ments. The lights had been put out in the 
hall, and by accident some small article 
dropped on the floor from the Professor's 
hand. The Professor lingered behind, en- 
deavoring to pick it up. ‘“ Never mind,” 
said the student, “it is of no consequence 
to-night, sir, whether we find it or no.” 
“That is true,” replied the Professor ; “ but 
it is of grave consequence to me as a prin- 
ciple, that I am not foiled in my determina- 
tion to find it.” Perseverance can sometimes 
equal genius in its results. “ There are only 
two creatures,” says the Eastern proverb, 
“who can surmount the pyramids,—the 
eagle and the snail !” 





PUBLICATIONS. 


A LIVE TEACHER 


WRITES: 


“THE SONG HERALD is aGrand Book ;-have 
already ordered 212 copies.” 
FOR SINGING CLASSES AND CONVENTIONS 
There certainly has never before gee a book of 
musical instruction and beautiful music so com- 
plete in all its departments as 


“The Song Herald.” 


192 pages. Price, 75 cents; 
.50 a dozen. 


Are You One of the 90 and 9? 


This is the title of a new sacred song that is 
becoming widely popular. It has a thrilling effect 
when well sung. Price, 35 cents. 


Church’s Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 

The new volume, beginning with October number, 
will excel any of the preceding in every particular. 
Send stamp for full particulars for the new year, 
and proof that the Visitor “does actually give over 

20 for $1.50!” Address 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio, 

And 805 Broadway, New York. 





New Edition ready. 
$7 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 
GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 


THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Wistnistr Question Bonk 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878 on application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 











“4 wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.” 


Fester’s Cyclopedia of 


Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in théir libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and rejivious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
744 Broadway, New York. 


Case’s Bible Atlas 


Quarto Size. Accurate, and up to the times. 16 Full Page 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes, and Index. Designed to aid 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 
it. Price $1.00. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every Township. Liberal 
Terms given. Address O. D. Casu & Co., Hartford, Conn 





"S$ NEW SERMONSIN BOSTON ALSO 
IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, 
AUTHORIZED VERBATIM  RE- 


ports. 1568 pages. Complete in 3 vols. 


Price $3, or $1 each by mail. These vols., elegant 
cloth binding, in a box (Moody Library), $4 50. 
Agents wanted. E. B. Treat, Publisher, 805 Broad- 
way, N. Y, 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our es pe 
If you want ANY books, send list to us for estimate. 
N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
37 Park Row, New York. 


J. ESTEY & 


No. 160.—Front View. 





BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


COMPANY, 


No. 160.—Back View. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


GREAT SUCOEBSS. 
Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE, 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 36 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 











CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the paltio since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Pully Warranted, 
Iljustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vanpuzeys & Tier, 102 K, 2d St., Cincinnati, 


MENEELY & K/MBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
aa illustrated Catalogues sent free. 











LATELY IMPROVED. 
Overcoming all possibil- 
ity of Slipping off Shoul- 
der; all sizes for both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send $1.25 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, 0. 
‘. Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 

















Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and al! 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 








Ke o> Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
+ any press. Larger sizes for large work 
Do printing and advertising 

. Excellent spare hour 

ent for young orold. Can be 

money business any- 

where. Send 3c, stamp for large cata- 

logue to KELSEY & ©O., Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 





PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease‘in cost of material and labor, and increase 





in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all Worid’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays, TIllus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO, 
154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK: 


250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 
A GREA OFFER! We will during 
ethese Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash orinstall= 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR ) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pinr- 
os $150.71-3 do $160 not used a year. “ 2° 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Stops $100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AG°TS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Muiled. 
A liberal disceuntto Teachers, Ministers, Churciies, 
Schools, Lodges etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Mannufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST t4th STREET, 
Union Square, New Vork. P.O. Box, 3667. | 
ESTIMONIALS. 

' The N.Y. Times says: ‘ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 
ly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
Betis and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 

duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—Christian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabied to speak of hese inetru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge. 
N.Y, Evangelist. 

Ve can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being ef the very best 
quality.—Christian Intellingencer, ; 








and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and prices. 


Views illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. 82 A profitable business 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- | 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A | 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographic Views of Bible | 
History for $25. 74 6 illustrated catalogue free. 





McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N 





WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and | 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


“The best volume of Sermons recently published.” 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1877. By 
17 clergymen of different denominations. Small 
8vo, Cloth, $1.50. 

At all bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised 
price, 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON. 








PALESTINE AND EGYPT FOR $600. 

Cook, Son, and Jenkins, the well-known Tourist 
and Excursion Managers, are organizing a special 
personally conducted party for London, Paris 
Florence, Rome, Naples, Egypt, and Palestine, 
nearly three months, all expenses, first-class travel 
and hotel for $600, gold. Cook's Exeursionist, pub- 
lished monthly at 10 cents per copy, contains full 
particulars of this Tour as well as several hundred 
other Tours for independent travelers. For par- 


ticulars, address Cook, Son, and Jenkins, Broadway 
and Warren Streets. New York. 


Papers for Little Children. 


“ My Picture Lesson.” four small pages weekly, 
telling the International Lesson in Pictures and 
Stories. “The best primary lesson paper. Oniy 
fifteen cents a year, when twelve or more copies are 
taken. “Our Little Messenger ;” two large pages 
weekly, or four pages semi-monthly; without les- 
son or date, and filied with beautiful pictures and 
stories. Only fourteen cents a year, when twelve or 
more copies are taken, Specimens Free! Address 
Evangelical Publishing Co., 70 Bible House, N. Y. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


_ The Record Book for Sunday School Scholars 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains 
a record of his own and his teacher's attend- 
ance and punctuality, together with the time 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution, 

In regard to this little book The Sunday School 
Times says: “Such a record in general use would 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard of 
conduct and scholarship.” : 

Price, postage — only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample, 


EBEN. SHUTE, 


Manager International 8, 8. Supply Co., 
54 BROMFIKLD 8ST., BOSTON, 








SPECIAL NOTICE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS 


AND SCHOLARS. 


The publishers of the American Agriculturalist 
offer, among other premiums for subscribers, a $65U 
Piano for 625 subscribers, old or new. Now, I want 
that piano for Sunday-sehool use in the vestry of 
the Congregationalist Society here, and take this 
method to get it, Now, it seems to me that out of 
the 24,000 subseribers to The Times there are a 
great many more than 625 subscribers to the Agri- 
culturalist, and if so how many are willing to renew 
their subscriptions for 1878 through me, at the 
regular price of $1.60 per year? Will every Sunday- 
shool worker and scholar please ask his or her 
friends if they will, for the sake of the Sunday- 
school cause, renew their Agriculturalist subscrip- 
tions through me? Persons who are not new 
subscribers can, by subscribing NOW, receive the 
remaining numbers for 1877 FREE. Please use 
your influence to get NEW ones as well as old. 

1 refer to Rey. John W. Dodge and Rev. C, L. 
Rotch, of Yarmouth Port, Mass., Hon. John B.D. 
Cogswell, President Massachusetts Senate, Boston, 
W. D. Gentry, M.D., Memphis, Tenn., Rev, John 
Dickenson, (formerly of ) Bridgeport, Ct., and others 
if required, Address, 

GEORGE OTIS, Yarmouth Port, Mass, 








THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24m0 Epition, 544x4 in. 





| French Morocco, stiff covers__..-.------.------$1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers...._.... 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers......-----...- 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers__._... 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 5.0¢ 
Postage nine cents extra, a 
Nonparem 16mo Epition, 64x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_.....----------.._ $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_--.----..---.. 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers__._... 3.50 
| Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 6.30 


Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minion 8vo Eprrion, 734x5\% in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_.......---._- $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers_. 5.50 


| Levant Moroceo, Divinity circuit, kid lined__.. 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra, 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


= THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y, 





pp LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
e) in case, 13c. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 0c. 
Ag’ts outfit, 10e. DOWD &CoO., Bristol, Conn. 


~» Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name t0c, 
Ae) post-paid, Geo. 1, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 





EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name, 
l0cts,, post-paid. L, JONES &CO., Nassau, N. Y, 





= ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
¢) 10c., postpaid. J.B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y 





Fancy Carde, with name, 10c, ; 50 for 15¢,: Plain 
or Gold. Try us, W. E. HULL &CO,, Hudson.N.Y. 
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National Sunday Schoo! 


TEACHER 


M. @, Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teacher's Help published. The Geugraphy, Biog- 
raphy, Mythology, etc., of the lessons, fully treated 
in separate depertments. its lessons are most 
helpful and inspiring. Its editorial departments are 
exceedingly popular, Will be taken if examined, 
$1.60 per year—les- than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price. Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
Yq their price. ‘enms:—Single copy, 9 cents per 
year ; 109 copies, @9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
A Beautifully Illustrated paper for Primary Classes 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
Teams :—Single copies, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen copy of each of the above FKEF: 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB, CO., Chicago. 








Our Little Ones, 


4 BEAUTIFUL PAPER FOR INFANT 
CLASS SCHOLARS, 


Published Weekly. 
Dr. C. R. BLACKALL, Editor. 


“The entire make-up of it exhibits fine tact and 
exverienced skill, and a conscientious painstaking 


to render it as useful as it is attractive.”—JUl. Bible 
Studies, Chicago. 


_ “Por younger children Our Little Ones is charm- 
ing.” — Watchman. 


_ It has become an established favorite wherever 
introduced, It is printed on the best quality of 
highly calendered paper, and is 


Ilnstrated on Every Page. 


Its special contributions of Music, CLASS EXER 
CISES, and its LESSON COLUMN, make it attractive 
and helpful to all for whom it is prepared. 


TERMS: 


Single Copies, 50 Cents per Year, Post-paid 
10 Copies and upwards to one address, 35 Cents 
per copy for one year. Postage, 14 cts. per copy. 


American Baptist Publication Society, 


1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Sec’. 


SABBATH SCHOOL 


MEN 


Before you order Sab- 
bath School Papers for 
another year, send for 
samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD & YOUNG. 


Each differs from the other. 
All aro full of the Gospel. 
Beautifully ilustrated 


and Attractive. 
Price within reach of all. 


FOR TERMS, SEE THESE PAPERS, 





Published Monthly by the 
Christian at Work Publishing Co. 


Samples sent FREE on application to 


E.W. HAWLEY, Seo’y, 
P.O. Box 5105, New York. 


Bay the Thanksgiving Wide Awake! 
Only Twenty Cents. Polly Pepper's Chicken Pie. 
Poets’ Homes: EB. ©. Stedman, by KR. H. Stoddard. 
Solomon's Seal, Child Marian Abroad. Miss 
Charity’s Lady. Send to. 
Db, LATHROP & ©O., BOSTON. 








Elegant Cards, 10e.; 20 Ladies’ Favorite, 10c., 
3 with name, Seccombe & Go. Kinderhook, N.Y, 





FOR 


1878. 


In arranging its plans for 1878. it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special departinent; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns. Announcements are now made as follows: 


PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D 


of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
*? foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 


of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D 


of the University at Rochester, a member 
*? of the Bible Revision Committee, will con 


tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D 


of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 
*9 Still Hour,” will furnish a serics of Meditations, or 


Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 


H. CLAY TRUMBUL 


Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Ilnstra- 
3 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 


readers of The Times during the year now closing. 


GEORGE A. PELTZ, Correspondin 


Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 


work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 


ae FAITH LATIMER 99 will supply her 


admirable expositions of the lesson for the 


benefit of Primary Class teachers, 


The REV. W. W. NEWTON 


original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 


The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


who is following in the steps of his distinguished father 
9 asa preacher to children, is to furnish iilustrations, 


will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 
9 ments on the lessons, week by week. 


OTHER LESSON HELPS. The Rev. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 


Mr. Henry 


Hints on the lessons from time to time. 


Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 


Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 


week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 


be furnished by well-known scholars. 





ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 


9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times, 


under the title of “* What She Could.” 


This is Mrs. Cooke's first serial story, and it is written for 


the stimulus and encouragement of Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers, 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, 


so well known for his literary work on The 
Independent, and as an editor of “‘ The History 


of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 


Sunday School Times. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS. 


school men, will be published during the year. 
men will have a place in The Times. 


A series of sketches of personal experience in the 
Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 


Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 


Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 


include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 





NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. 


If you will send your name and post-office 
* address, together with twenty-five cents. to 
This 


offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 10 14 copiesa 


year, $2.15 each. 
each, Address 


LADIES! 


JUST 





From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 


THE PAPER FOR YOU! 


EVERYBODY FALLS IN LOVE WITH IT. 


SEND FOR SPECIMEN _. FREE FOR P. 0. 
STAMP. 
15 CENTS FOR TRIAL TRIP THREE MONTHS. 








The prettiest Paper for the Young Folks in the United States. 


The Lacies’ Floral Cabinet, 





A perfect beauty. Full of charming stories, pictures, 
and reading 
elegances, Art, Music, Home Pets, Ladies’ Fancy Work. 
Society, 
Cottages, etc. 
perfect Gem. 

Wonderfully popular. 
Price, $1.30 per year, 


The LITTLE GEM & YOUNG FOLKS’ FAVORITE, 


Devoted to housekeeping household 


Amusements, Flowers, Window Gardening, 


The prettiest Ladies’ Paper in America, A 
Ladies all delighted with it. 
Agents wanted, Get up a Club. 


Send 10 ets. for Trial Trip Three Months. 
Full of pictures, entertaining stories. 


puzzles, fun, anecdotes, stories, helps to school studies, and hints for self'mprovement. Get upa club, 


Goes like fun, 


Specimen copy free for P.O. stamp. Address, 
I 


All the children want it, Parents! it is the best present you can give your boys and girls. 
Price, 30 cents, 3 months on trial with pretty chromo. 


Ten cents, 3 months on trial, without chromo. 


1ENRY ''. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 48 Beekman Street, New York. 
N. B.—Please state where you saw this advertisement. 


THE ATLANTIC 


PORTRAIT OF WHITTIER, 


The Atlantic life-s'ze Portrait of Whit- 
tieris the finest one of this honored poet ever 
offered to the public, and can be obtained by 
all subseribers to and purchasers of the 
Atlantic Monthly for 1878 for One Dollar 
The companion portraits of Bryant and 
Longfellow can fe obtained on the same 
terms, 

The November and December numbers of 
the ATLANTIC, containing poems by 
Whittier and Longfellow, and the commence- 
ment of Mr. Bishop's new serial story, will 
be sent free to all new subscribers who remit 
to the Publishers before December 1st, 1877. 
Price of the ATLANTIC, $4.00; of the 
portratts $1.00 each, additional. Address 
H. O. Houghton & Co., Riverside Press, 
Cambridge, Mass. 








NEW AND REAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS ror 
SUNDAY AND DAY SCHOOLS 
Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds and 
designs — comprising — Motto Cards— Reward 
Cards. Scripture Text Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CARDS. 
TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address 
J. H. BUFFORD’S SONS, Publishers of 
Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., 
Boston, Mass, 





THEY ALL DO IT! WHAT? 
BUY THEIR TYPE AND MATERIAL FROM US 
Why ? Because we sell cheaper and do not misrep- 
resent, therefore give entire satisfaction. Prices 


same toall, Outfit from $3.00 up. Send stamp for 
Catalogue, 


NATIONAL TYPE CO., 


58 South Third Street, Phila. 





DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt en! and self-adjust- 
ing pads. ae for beauty, 
style, and comfo Approved by ail 
physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
a ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 








GCROPT AWS 


FANCY Woops, 
a] oye] bw pole) Mow. ver. Tor 


GWEBSTER PECK, Manur 
PT | CHAMBERS _ = 


ic r 








HAWKE GOLD QUILL. 
Send stamp for circulars, 
Pens repaired, 50c. 66 Nas- 





sau ou, nm. Y, 


Pe FORA 
GOLD 
PENCIL 
UR TOOTH PICK . CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St. Phila.. Pa 

50 ASSORTED or 100 larger Decalcomanies or 
P 





@Qur New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 
Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. 











2% Floral Sun 1 cards, 25 cts, 200 
ctures or 10 cards, 10 cents. 





J. A. PIERCE, 75 Madison Street, Chicago. 





RUSTIC WORK. 


Henging Baskeis, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Set- 
tees, Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gar- 
dens, Portable Flower 
Stands. Rustic Designs 
of all deseriptions manu- 
faewnred and for sale. 
Florists’ Supplies 

IN GENERAL. 

This Hanging Basket 
in five sizes, 8, 944. 1144. 
13 and 15inches in diam- 
eter. Price, Tie. $1 
$1.50, $2.00, $2.50, sent by 
express to any part of 
the U. S., on receipt of 
price. 

Send stamp for Illus- 
trated Catalogue. 


Rustic Mfg. Co, 


; 29 FULTON S8T., 
; “ New York City. 
Please state what paper you saw this in. 


AVOIDED tt 
ENTIMENTAL PRRASH 
ENSATIONAL wm ITLES 


NEW AND CHOICE BOOKS. 

THE SQUARE OF LIFE» or, Manhood, } 
Womanhood, Fatherhood, and Mother- \ 40 
hood. By 8S. H. ‘lyng, Jr.,D.D. Paper{ * 
covers - 

CORAL ANDCHRISTIAN; or, The Children’s } 
Pilerim’s Progress. By Miss Lillie E. | 
Barr. Aclever, entertaining story. Every } .75 
child wi'l eagerly read it, Dat“ Coral” is | 
worth knowing. Rich cloth, 142 pages___- | 

THE BEAUTIES OF HERBERT. By Bost-) 
wick Hawley, D.D. A perfe-t gem, con- | 
taining Herbert's glorious poems, bouse- | 
hold proverbs, aod immortal essay. A gift- | 
book par excelience. Buy it, and possess | 
atreasure. Rich cloth | 

THE TEMPLE OF PLEASURE; or, Sering) 
Life. By Rev. J. W. Bonham, Church | 
Evangelist. A trumpet blast of Page 1.00 
to sinful pleasure’s votaries. Rich, racy, 
original, popular. Superb binding._____- <a 

ECCE REGNUM. Must make its mark very ) 
speedily. It deserves to be scattered like + 1.26 
the leaves of the autumn, Rich clcth_.- 














1.90 








HE WILL COME. Fifth thousand_... 1.25 
THE PEOPLE’S PULPIT. Sermons for) 
Home reading. By Dr. Tyng, Jr. Every} .25 


month. 60 pages. Cheap and popular.___ 


AGP At al booksellers, or mai.ed free on receipt 

of price, bv 
WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 

Forty-second St. and Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

N. B.—Agents appointed where our pyblications 
are not otherwise obtainable. Send stamp for par- 
ticulars. 


SHUTE’S TIME-SAVING 


LIBRARY RECORD 


Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 
took it out. It also prevents, if desired, the same 
book being given the second time to any scholar, 
and tells quickly how many times each book has 
been taken out during a given period, It will last 
for several years. 

The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 

“We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 
The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
by the testimony of those making use of it.” 

SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, Price 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50. 

EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 








The Bible for Bible Teachers, 


Go to your Bookseller and ask him for the * BIBLE 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Spottis- 
woode’s imprint. ‘They are furnished in five sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 UP 0 $13.00—all alike as to 
matter, the only difference being in size and style 
of binding. There is no reason why any Sunday- 
school or Bible Teacher should any longer be with- 
out the BEST. , 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular. If the books can- 
not be supplied to you at home, drop a postal card to 

POTT, YOUNG & CO., 


Cooper Union, New York. 


NEW AND GOOD BOOKS. 


DESERTED JESSIE; or, A Girl without a Name 
By Mary B. Colby. l6mo, 3380 pp. Cloth, $1.26. 

LEONORE’S TRIALS; or, Learning to Follow 
Jesus, 16mo. Cloth, $1.25. 

SUNSHINE AMONG THE CLOUDS. By Wm. D. 
Hedden. 12mo, 353 pp. Cloth, $1.50. 

Everything required by Church, Sunday-school, or 


Family. 
U. D. WARD, 


150 Nassau Street, New York. 








Up stairs. 





»C: MERINO SKIRTS. A FEW LEFT. 
25 Heavy fine Cotton Flannel, 644, 
Fine Soft Wool Flannel, 124, 18, 2: 
Children’s Colored Hose, 6, 8, 1244 to 50c., pair. 
Fine Merino Hose, 25 to 50c.; worth double. 
Ladies’ Merino Vests, %5c. to $1, regular made. 
Men’s fine Merino Shirts, regular cuff, 31. 
Children’s Merino Shirts and Pants, 16, 25 to ouc. 
Damask Table Linens, double width, 28 to 50c. 
Pear! Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, 1244 to 25c. doz. 
Hamburg Edging, job lot, 5, 1244 to 25e. 
100 yd. Spool Silk, blk., 6c. spool. 60e. doz. 
Colored Spool Silk, 26c. doz., 3c. spool, 


OWEN EVANS? CZecap Svore, 


128 NORTH EIGHTH STREET, door bel. Cherry. 














Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
2 with name in gold, 20e. Huil & Co.,Hudson, N.Y. 


’ 





